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SUMMARY

Japan’s Seventies from the Perspective of The Science of Thought and

>«

Tsurumi Shunsuke’s “Subculture” Theory

Genki NISHITANI

This study aims to present a new perspective of Japan’s discursive space in
the seventies by analyzing The Science of Thought (Shiso no Kagaku, 1946-1996)
and Tsurumi Shunsuke’s (1922-2015) key concept of “subculture” Although
the relatively calm seventies does not attract as much academic attention as the
tumultuous sixties, this decade, which covers the peak of Japan’s high economic
growth and its aftermath, is an important period in which Japan experienced
profound social transformation and requires closer examination. The Science of
Thought and Tsurumi Shunsuke’s “subculture” theory provide important clues to
conduct such research.

The Science of Thought started as an academic journal to introduce An-
glo-American thoughts in Japan, but gradually changed to a magazine aimed
at nurturing Japanese people’s vernacular critical thoughts based on their daily
lives. Tsurumi Shunsuke, one of the most important intellectuals in postwar
Japan, played a leading role in the magazine since its launch and introduced
the concept of “subculture” in the seventies to critically analyze ongoing social
transformations. He used this term not in an ordinary sense, but as a unique
methodological concept to identify the unnamable culture that underlies Japa-
nese people’s daily lives, which was rarely discussed by journalism or academia.

The Science of Thought in the seventies, using this methodological concept,
critically analyzed the social transformations of Japanese people during and after
the era of high growth. It problematized points such as newly introduced and
increasingly enforced disciplines in workplaces and schools, the homogenization
of lifestyles, and the disappearance of local cultures in rural areas. Tsurumi and
other contributors to the magazine were primarily concerned with the fact that
people’s daily lives were half-unconsciously but strongly homogenized and disci-
plined under the profound social changes. They also attempted to nurture peo-
ple’s potential power to resist such oppressive social changes in their daily lives
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using the methodological concept of “subculture”

In the sixties, it was common for people to join street demonstrations. As
The Science of Thought indicates, the battlefront shifted from the streets in the
sixties to people’s daily lives in the seventies. Thus, by revealing the importance

of this shift, this study presents a new perspective of Japan’s seventies.



