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SUMMARY

About Sato Haruo’s “That Person Scrapes a Living Day by Day”
- With the help of ‘necktie’ and ‘travel’-

LinG DENG

“That Person Scrapes a Living Day by Day” (1921), a novella by Sato Haruo
published in Chuokoron magazine, has been interpreted as an I-novel based on
the love triangle between Sato Haruo, Tanizaki Junichiro and his wife Chiyo.
However, it must be noted that the interpretation of this work has been largely
confined to the predetermined thematic framework of an I-novel, and concrete
research on it has not advanced much. Therefore, this paper moves away from
a fixed interpretation and considers this work as an independent text. Based on
this, this paper focuses on the context of the transition from Meiji civilization
to Taisho culture and the rise of consumer society. It examines the ‘necktie’ and
‘travel’ that appear in the work, as well as the consumer culture of department
stores in the 1920s, and it reveals the significant issue of the generation of pro-
tagonist’s desires. The aim is to clarify the position of “That Person Scrapes a Liv-
ing Day by Day” that has been overlooked in Sato Haruo research, understand

its critical perspectives, and explore the potential for re-evaluation.

* This work was supported by JST SPRING, Grant Number JPM]JSP2138.





