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SUMMARY

Predicational Sentences, Identificational Sentences, and Specificational

Sentences with the Old Japanese Kakari Particle so

Nomu YAMADA

In Old Japanese, kakari particle so was the dominant copula. This paper
aims to describe the syntactic and semantic structures of the copular sentences
with so (so-copular sentences). The characteristics of these constructions have
not been reported so far although there have been a lot of linguistic studies in-
vestigating the nature of the copular sentences. We gathered data from corpora
and classified them in terms of their sentence form and their semantic property.
As for their sentence form, so-copular sentences fall into Subj{-pa/- @} Pred-so,
Pred-so Subj{-pa/ @}, and Pred-so. Then we classified them semantically as pred-
icational sentences, identificational sentences, and specificational sentences. The
investigation revealed that most of the so-copular sentences are identificational

and that there are few specificational sentences in Old Japanese.



