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SUMMARY

The development of wooden coffins made from Koyamaki in the Kinai

region during the Yayoi period

Shin'ya FUKUNAGA

Wooden coffin tombs are a new burial style that was introduced from the
Korean Peninsula at the beginning of the Yayoi period. They are important ar-
chaeological material for examining the funeral customs of the time, but because
the wood used is rarely preserved, it is still difficult to examine the style on a na-
tional scale. In this paper, the author compiles data on approximately 200 wood-
en coffins whose materials remain and whose tree species have been identified,
and examines the coffin structure and the tree species used.

As a result, it was revealed that there are two types of wooden coffin struc-
tures: Type I, in which an edge board is placed on a bottom board, and Type II,
in which an edge board is elected in a hole dug in the bottom of the burial pit,
and that the latter was the majority in the Kinai (central Kinki) region from the
middle Yayoi period onwards. In terms of the tree species used for coffins, cedar
and cypress are common outside of the Kinai region, while Kdyamaki (Japanese
umbrella pine: Sciadopitys verticillata) is overwhelmingly used in the Kinai re-
gion.

From this, it is inferred that the use of Type II wooden coffins made from
Koyamaki was significant for the people of the Kinai region as a confirmation of
their regional identity. Furthermore, considering that the kings of the Yamato
Kingdom, Japan’s first unified kingdom, used those coffins made from Koyama-
ki, the author believes that the core power of this kingdom was the elites of the

Kinai region.



