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SUMMARY

The Reach of Gradual Abolition of the Slave Trade in Britain,
1790s-1800s: Integrating the Amelioration of Slavery

Kazuma MoRi1

In the late 18th and early 19th centuries, a profound debate regarding the
abolition or continuation of the slave trade and slavery emerged within Britain
and its West Indian colonies. This period was marked by intense political and
social activism, culminating in the abolition of the slave trade in 1807 and slav-
ery in 1833. The abolition of the slave trade is widely regarded as a crucial mile-
stone in the broader movement to abolish slavery. However, this study argues
that a more nuanced understanding of this period requires examining the con-
junction of two significant reform movements: the gradual abolition of the slave
trade and the amelioration of slavery.

While the gradual abolition was not directly tied to the complete aboli-
tion of slavery, it played a vital role in the reforms of the 1790s and early 1800s,
garnering considerable support from the Parliament and shaping the political
landscape. Planters in the West Indies faced increasing pressure to improve the
living conditions of enslaved people, leading to various ameliorative efforts.
These efforts, often considered in different contexts, unfold simultaneously and
are sometimes interconnected.

This study argues that the gradual abolition of the slave trade and the ame-
lioration of slavery are complementary forces that shaped the unique reform
movement of the period. While recent scholarship has provided more detailed
insights into these two movements, the previous studies have often treated them
as separate phenomena — the former as a legislative milestone in the British Par-
liament and the latter as labour reforms implemented in the colonies.

By reexamining recent scholarship, this study synthesises these perspec-
tives, showing that the widespread influence of gradual abolition and ameliora-
tion was pivotal to the reforms of the 1790s and the 1800s. This underscores how
the gradual abolition of the slave trade and the amelioration of slavery involved
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considerable political actors. It was discussed within complex situations for both
abolitionists and their opponents. This integrated approach highlights the com-

plexity and often contradictory forces of the transformative period.



