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SUMMARY

Study of the Seated Cintamani-cakra Bodhisattva in the Collection of

Hanzomon Museum (Formerly Owned by Daigoji Temple)

Daigo MACHIDA

The statue of Cintamanicakra Avalokite§vara (Nyoirin Kannnon), formerly
housed in Daigoji Temple, exhibits a unique iconography. Although the statue
is considered to make back to the 10th century, its position in the history of
sculpture has not been established. Therefore, this study examines the produc-
tion date and attempts to analyze its unique iconographic expression including
monks.

Regarding the production date, the slender body type of the statue resem-
bles that of the Daiitoku Myo06 statue in the Godai-do Hall of Daigoji Temple,
created around Engi 13 (913). However, the expression that reduces the flesh-
iness of the upper body is akin to the Sahasrabhuja Avalokite$vara statue of
Daigoji Temple, produced during the Tentoku era (957-961). The design of the
drapery is similar to the Five Great Wisdom Kings statues of the Chuin Hall in
Daigoji Temple, made before Encho 3 (925). While the overall form is similar
to examples from the first quarter of the 10th century, elements such as the re-
duction of fleshiness suggest a slightly later period. Therefore, it is considered to
have been produced around the second quarter of the 10th century.

The iconographic expression of the statue has been noted for its relation-
ship with the Bodhisattva statue of Ishiyama-dera Temple, said to be Nyoirin
Kannon. However, the Ishiyama-dera statue is not in a contemplative pose,
which marks a significant difference. It is considered to be related to the form
of a statue of a figure sitting contemplatively in the half-lotus position. Among
the examples of half-seated contemplative statues, some exhibit hand gestures
similar to those of the Nyoirin Kannon. This suggests the possibility that the
half-seated contemplative statue might have been recognized as a Nyoirin Kan-
non before the Ishiyama-dera statue was identified as such.

Regarding the person who conceived the iconography of this statue, the
author focuses on the monk Josu (866-944). Although he became the fourth
abbot of Daigoji Temple, he is believed to have implemented policies close to
the teachings of Shobo. It is suggested that the iconographic expression of this
statue might have been intended to assert his own religious lineage."



