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SUMMARY

Representations of the House

in Mia Hansen-Love’s Three Early Feature Films

Rina NAKAMURA

Mia Hansen-Love (1981-) is one of the most active contemporary French
filmmakers. Her three early feature films, All Is Forgiven (2007), Father of My
Children (2009), and Goodbye First Love (2011), are often referred to as a trilogy
because they all include the central role of a young girl. Hansen-Love herself ac-
knowledges the three films as a trilogy but does not specify why. Previous studies
have analyzed the three films with a focus on the girl and her family, but there
are few references to the house, which is the main setting of the story. Therefore,
this paper analyzes the representation of the house in the films, focusing on how
it expresses the emotions of the characters and their relationships with each oth-
er.

In the first film, All Is Forgiven, this paper clarifies that the change in the
representation of the house indicates that the relationship between the main
character’s father and mother deteriorates over time. It also points out that the
visual scene at the dining table expresses the difference in the relationship be-
tween mother and daughter and their feelings toward the father.

Next, in the second film, Father of My Children, it is confirmed that the
change in the representation of the house is linked to the change in the father’
s psychological situation. In addition, it is revealed that the family dinner table
emphasizes the father’s absence, while at the same time suggesting the contin-
gency of the “family” itself.

Finally, in the third film, Goodbye First Love, it is shown that the main char-
acter’s emotional state is reflected in the buildings she designs. It also concludes
that the villa of another person, called “Dream House,” which appears several

times in the film, can be considered to play a key role in the trilogy.



