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An Analysis of Agricultural Tax Reforms and

Fiscal Deterioration in Chinese Rural Areas*®
—VFocusing on the Abolition of Agricultural Taxes—

HIHZEI
Takaaki YOSHIOKA**

Abstract

In this paper, the author attempts to examine the outcomes of agricultural tax reforms in Chinese
rural areas.

The Chinese government faces serious political and economic problems. Those problems have re-
sulted from the fact that various kinds of differences (regional economic differences, the social secu-
rity differences, etc.) have been widening in the country, despite the Chinese government’s ideal of
socialist equality held since the founding of the People’'s Republic of China.

One reform, the abolition of the agricultural tax in 2006, was introduced as a pressure-reducing
device to prevent farmer-class disputes by reducing their tax burden.

However, although their burden was certainly reduced by the abolition, the reform meant, at the
same time, the loss of a large revenue source for the township-level governments who were heavily
dependent on the tax for implementation of their public policies.

The author has found out a contradiction, namely that agricultural tax abolition, an action expected
to function as a pressure-reducing device for improving Chinese political stability, has resulted in an
increase of farmers’ burden and dissatisfaction by causing deterioration of the financial base of town-
ship-level governments who receive inadequate financial support from the upper-level governments.

F—T— K BUCPEL RIEBLCE. MERBOT. RS, WBCE

Keywords : Contemporary China, Agricultural Tax Reform, Township-Level Government,
Farmer’s Disturbance, Fiscal Deterioration
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