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How Classroom Activities and Teacher
Interventions Based on Translanguaging

Pedagogy Shape Student Learning:
An Analysis of Classroom Practices Using “Rashomon”

Asuka KIDO

The number of children with foreign roots (hereafter referred to as CLD
students) in Japan continues to increase, making the provision of educational
support for them an urgent issue. Currently, educational theories that emphasize
nurturing students in multiple languages, including their native language, are gaining
importance. This study focuses on a public high school in Japan (hereafter referred
to as School A) that implements lessons based on Translanguaging Pedagogy,
a bilingual education theory that utilizes students’ multilingual abilities, and
qualitatively analyzes these practices. This paper examines explicitly a class that
engaged with Ryunosuke Akutagawa’s “Rashomon”, analyzing the lesson design, the
linguistic activities of students, and the teacher’s interventions during the lessons.

The analysis revealed that the teacher centered the unit around activities that
allowed students to express their “voices”, using these activities as the core of
lesson planning. Furthermore, it was observed that the teacher carefully facilitated
classroom discussions, guiding the environment to encourage students to think from
more logical perspectives and exchange opinions. Within these discussions, students
were seen engaging in debates using multiple linguistic repertoires. Moreover, peer
interactions in students’ native languages within these discussions enabled activities
within their bilingual Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) which subsequently

elevated their linguistic thinking to a higher level in subsequent activities.
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These findings suggest that by carefully listening to the students’ “voices” and
actively supporting the deepening of their linguistic activities, a space is created
where the entire linguistic potential of CLD students is highlighted, allowing for
language activities that fully utilize all their language resources. It also legitimizes
the use of all linguistic resources, including native languages, as part of students’
linguistic repertoires within the classroom.

The study indicates that the teacher’s translanguaging stance, lesson design,
and flexible adjustments play a crucial role in facilitating students’ learning,
demonstrating the functionality of Translanguaging Pedagogy in classroom practice.

Future challenges include conducting a more detailed analysis of the content
of students’ interactions in their native languages to capture a more comprehensive
understanding of the classroom dynamics and conducting longitudinal studies to
meticulously analyze the process by which students’ learning and classroom practices

interact over time.
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