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The reception of Himomusubi in Modern Japan
—Handicraft Education Beyond Women's Culture—

YAJIMA Yoshika

Himomusubi [#15f%] (knotting practice) has been incorporated into the procedure of
nation building. This study examines the integration of himomusubi, a traditional Japanese
cultural practice, into modern education during the Meiji through Showa periods. The
research explores the socio-political and educational contexts that influenced its adoption
in school curricula, particularly in handicrafts education.

Historically associated with women's refinement and aristocratic culture,
himomusubi evolved as a teaching tool that allowed school pupils to develop practical
skills and an appreciation for aesthetics. Under the Meiji government’s Shokusan Kogyo
policy [JHFEBLEEFK], i.e., promotion of industrial development, himomusubi was
incorporated into elementary handcraft education to cultivate both manual dexterity and
artistic appreciation. Analysing early 20th-century school textbooks, the study reveals
that himomusubi was taught to both boys and girls, which allows for the refutation of
the pre-existing understanding that it was exclusively regarded as "women's culture."
However, by the 1930s, its prominence in educational materials had declined, partly
because it was challenging for teachers to prepare for himomusubi classes due to the need
to learn various kinds of knots. This research also highlights the contributions of men to
the dissemination and documentation of himomusubi, as evidenced by male authorship
of school textbooks and supplementary manuals. This requires a revision that evaluated
the previous interpretations of himomusubi as solely a female domain. These findings
allow to reevaluate the role of Aimomusubi in embodying national identity and traditional
craftsmanship in terms of Japan’s modernization efforts, offering new insights into how
traditional skills were preserved and adapted in the course of education and industrial

policies.



