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“Wabi”, “Sabi”, and “Aware” in the
Imperial Collection of Japanese Poetry
—Analysis using data mining techniques—

IWALI Shigeki

9 ELINNTS

Words such as “wabi”, “sabi”, “yligen”, and “aware” have been described as
“Japanese aesthetic concepts” in various books. Representative classics include Yoshinori
Onishi (1888-1959)'s “Yugen to Aware” (Iwanami Shoten, 1939).

This essay has revealed several facts that were not pointed out in dictionaries. For
example, in the case of “wabi”, there are many songs that are unknown to people, and
“wabi” alone does not cause “tears” to be shed. Regarding “sabi”, there are many poems
by monks, and there are many poems compiled by the Kyogoku school, such as “Gyokuyo
Wakashu” and “Fuga Wakashu.” One of the discoveries made in “Aware” was that there
were relatively many “Jinji” songs.

When analyzed using data mining techniques, a relationship with words that had not
been pointed out before was confirmed. It has also been revealed that the co-occurrence
network for “wabi” and “aware” is the same in the entire imperial collection of waka
poems and in the Yashiro collection. On the contrary, I found that the thirteenth collection
showed a very different aspect.



