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SUMMARY
A Descriptive Analysis of a Conditional Form of Thinking Verb “omou-to”
JaePhil HA

“omou-to”, which is a conditional form of thinking verb, “omou”, has
two usages. One is to use as a main verb and another is to use as a
conjunctive particle.

In case of using as a main verb, the verb “omou” itself can inflect
and the predicate in the quotation clause attached to it can have gramma-
tical forms according to tense, aspect, mood, polarity, and modality.
However, once it comes to use as a conjunctive particle, “to-omou-to”, or
“ka-to-omou-to”, “omou” does not inflect and there are also constraints on
the predicate in the subordinate clause where they attached to.

On the usage of the conjunctive particle, there are two main prop-
erties according to the form of the subordinate clause. When the form is
“shita”(perfective past form), the event represented by the clause with
“to-omou-to” or “ka-to-omou-to” is sequential with the event represented
by the following clause. Meanwhile, when the form is “siteita” or “siteiru”
(progressive past form), the events are contrastive, and the form of
conjunctive particle can be only “ka-to-omou-to”. However, both keep its
original lexical meaning though it has bleached to some extent, and both
present relation between events through the subjectivity.

F—7—F BEBRHOKMNE, KB, HEedhEt, & LToFsl
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