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When a Compliment Sounds Sarcastic or Offence

Yuriko FURUKAWA

A compliment is a remark used to show admiration, and to make a conversation
partner feel happy, but in certain circumstances it can convey an ironic or offen-
sive message. This paper exemplifies occasions in which a compliment functions
contrary to its literal meaning. It is assumed that when there is a discrepancy be-
tween the talker and the listener about to whom/what a complimented is intended,
and/or value judgment, a compliment can be interpreted as a sarcastic or offensive
remark in that particular context. To test this hypothesis empirically, analyzing
natural conversations between people in close relationships may be useful be-
cause in conversations with people in distant relationships people may not pry
into hidden intentions.





