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STUDENT SUBCULTURES AMONG URBAN HIGH SCHOOLS

HIDEKI YONEKAWA

This paper aims to clarify the patterns of student subcultures at 8 high schools in
Osaka. Questionaires were delivered to 1305 high school students in September 1975
and 4 main subcultures were identified. Some of the findings were compared with a
previous study in order to shed some light on the transformation of student subcultures.

In the first part of the analysis we found 4 axes through which student subcultures
were to be understood, using the method of principal component analysis. The rotated
axes showed 4 orientations. They were (1) academic orientation (2) fun-friendship
orientation (3) social-activity orientation (4) non-conforming otientation. Factor score
was calculated for each respondent along each axis in order to find the dominant
patterns of student subcultures at the 8 different schools. The findings were as follows.
(1) High schools with higher social prestige got high mean scores along the axes of
“academic” orientation and “social-activity” orientation, while high schools with lower
social prestige got high mean scores along the axes of “fun-friendship” orientation and
“non-conforming” orientation. (2) Female students, when compared with male students,
were more strongly directed toward “fun-friendship” orientation and less strongly dire-
cted toward “social-activity” orientation.

In the second part of the analysis we compared our data with the Nomura data
(1967), and tried to find some trends of student subcultures in recent years. The findings
showed a trend of polarization of student subcultures which might be due to the ever
increasing enrollment rate into high schools. This trend was especially strong in
“academic” and “fun” orientations between the prestige high schools and non-prestige
ones. On the whole, rise of “fun” subculture could be identified in all the high

schools in our research.



