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Educational Significance of Everyday Communication
in K. Jaspers’ Thought

Yoshio NAKATO

The purpose of this paper is to reassess Jaspers’ thoughts on education, focusing on daily
‘Communication’ which is a key concept in Jaspers’ philosophy. Most studies on ‘Communi-
cation’ conducted so far have emphasized only its Existential aspect,considering simple everyday
communication which is not yet Existential as secondary. However, because education has its
roots deep within everyday life and takes place all the time, it is necessary to inquire into the
significance of daily communication.

According to Jaspers, human beings are constantly in a state of 'potential Existence’ (mogliche
Existenz) which, however, does not manifest itself in our usual state. Education is provided by
ordinary people who must always be in the process of realizing their ‘potential Existence’.lt is
also always provided in connection with society. Thus education has always conflicts and
contradictions.The question is not simply how to resolve them, but more importantly how to
re-establish our educational relationships in the process of dealing with these conflicts and
contradictions.That is to say, daily communication invariably includes Existential Communi-
cation, and the former cannot be separated from the latter.



