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Title of dissertation: JREBEMRICB T AMICESDEIERLBZRBICRATFE LD —BAL ALV VSFLam
MEERICER LT—
Discourse and Practice Around Sexuality Concerning Children's Rights in Residential Care
Facilities: Focusing on Facilities in Japan and Bangladesh
This thought-provoking doctoral thesis asks us, the reader, to spend some time considering how the issues of
sexuality and gender (%) operate in discourse and are revealed through practices in children’s homes. As such, the
thesis is throwing light on two areas that are often concealed from the public and even the researchers’ eyes.
Taking Erving Goffman’s idea of a total institution to think about the structure of living in a children’s homes, defined
in part by surveillance, the research sought to also explore two sides of children’s rights, autonomy and protection.
If we put the words ‘sexuality’ and ‘children’ together we find that research has tended to focus on the protection
side of children’s rights. Through this study Kihara attempts to bring both parts equally into the equation in relation
to children in care and especially in relation to the issue of sexuality.
The main fieldwork was conducted in two children’s homes over extended periods of time, one in Japan (December
2018 to March 2020) and one in Bangladesh (August 2022 and August 2023). Interviews were also conducted at
additional care homes in Japan with 10 staff members in 8 institutions. One observation to come out of this study is
that the conceptualization of a children’s home as a total institution may not be accurate, especially in the context of
the facility in Bangladesh, which was relatively open to the outside world. The openness was partly as a result of an
onsite school and the phenomenon of ‘volunteer tourism’ bringing regular visitors to the facility. The relationship
between the parents and the children was also stronger than in Japan. While there was monitoring and structured
routines of and for the children in both field site facilities, perhaps a more important shared feature was the space
created for collective care of children by a variety of adults. Overall, the committee felt this was a highly original
piece of research. In particular, the extensive fieldwork and the careful analysis of the results of this were highly
evaluated.
The thesis is made up of five chapters, plus introductory and concluding chapters. Sections of Chapter 2 have
already been published in a peer reviewed publication (KJFEZ(2024) [ N T U~ &2 KR LTV 7 T 5 2 o Of:
RBETICHDFLL~DOX B—HARIIBITD N T U~A T+ — L R T OREEFFOSHRICER L T—]
7y 7777 —AX ] 20,46-62.) . Chapter 4 also draws heavily on a separate peer reviewed publication
(RIEZ (2023) TIREBEMRICHBODTHE (£) IZED LI IZELINLTWVDO-EELBIRE &+ DY
WHEB LT [V—vvy U —2r%4535E] 47,1-15). Chapters 3 to 6 are written in an academic journal style with an
introduction to the problem, a section on the research design and analysis, a presentation of the results and a
discussion.
To give an overview of each chapter, the introductory chapter serves an extended abstract introducing the problem,
the research design and the theoretical framework. This chapter is well written and informative. It provides the
necessary information to orientate the reader to the study and the thesis. Chapter 1 introduces some of the relevant




extant literature in the field, chapters 3 to 6 introduce additional relevant literature. Chapter 1 primarily focuses on
how the issue of sexuality has been researched in relation to children’s homes in Japan and Bangladesh. This
shows a heightened awareness in Japanese research of what is presented as ‘sexually problematic behaviour’
occurring within children’s home. A background to government policy in this area is also introduced. There has also
been some recent literature focusing on sexual orientation and gender identity (SOGI) as an issue in children’s
homes that highlights the lack of training of staff to deal with these issues. The section on Bangladesh is shorter
and focuses on two main issues, the sexual exploitation of children who live on the streets and the strict taboo
around sexuality. Section 3 argues that in both the Japanese and Bangladeshi literature children are positioned as
passive in relation to sexuality, and that only in the literature on sexual minorities do we see any recognition of
children’s autonomy in relation to sexuality. The final section introduces some of the literature on child rights and
the tension between the concepts of protection and autonomy. The chapter offers a thoughtful introduction to the
literature on how sexuality has been researched in children’s homes and the literature on children’s rights. It is well
researched and well written.

Chapter 2 introduces the literature that describes the social care for children in the two target countries, Japan and
Bangladesh, and then moves on to look at the characteristics of children’s homes in the two countries. This
examination reveals that in both Bangladesh and Japan, institutional care is the mainstream for children whose
parents are not able to care for them. Overall, this chapter is well written and provides the necessary context for the
two case studies.

Chapter 3 is the first of the results chapters and this focuses on the issue of children’s rights through the
relationship between the children who participate in what she describes as the ‘institutional management’ of the
home. By institutional management, Kihara is referring to carrying out duties that help support the economic and
social aspects if the running of the home. It is based on the case study in Bangladesh. The children contribute to
the running of the facility in various ways, including prayers, serving food, helping to attract doners, and asking
family to provide clothes and other necessities. The ways in which the children are involved in these activities is
considered from perspective of child rights and particularly autonomy. The main argument is that this participation
transforms the children from passive objects-of-care to active subjects making provisions for the stabilization of the
lifestyle of residents. In the discussion part of this chapter, it is suggested that we need to rethink how we think of
the tension between autonomy and protection. The role of the institution is to protect these children, as their
parents cannot fulfill this role. Yet, the children must play an active role in their protection by helping the institution
raise funds and by doing chores to contribute to the smooth running of the home. Here autonomy and protection
are directly linked.

Chapter 4 introduces the results from the study on discourses and practice around sexuality in Japanese children’s
homes. It is based on the fieldwork and interviews in Japan. Key themes that emerged are touch and physical
contact (skinship) between staff and children and children and children; handling of bathing and laundry; and
dealing with ‘problematic sexual behaviour’ or ‘problematic sexual language’. The presentation of results would
have benefited from more excerpts from the transcribed data and field notes. In addition, there is a lack of critical
analysis in the presentation of results, but this is remedied to some extent in the discussion section.

Chapter 5 offers a similar analysis, but this time to the fieldwork data and interviews carried out in Bangladesh. Key
themes from this data are childhood romances, laundry, bathing, staff-child physical contact, menstruation and
modesty practices linked to female gender. The idea of a sexual taboo appears stronger in this data and the idea
that anything sexual should be hidden. The boundaries between the children’s home and the outside world are far
more porous compared to the Japanese case study, and fear of scandal was a more prominent theme.

Chapter 6 examined the way in which children's rights are realized, based on an examination of the discourse and
practices surrounding gender issues and the social background of children in institutions in Japan and Bangladesh
The Committee felt that this chapter was particularly interesting and well written.

The Concluding chapter brought the various themes together to clarify the findings and their contribution to the
field. The Committee members highly evaluated the theoretical work around children’s rights in relation to
protection, autonomy and sexuality. The fieldwork was also highly evaluated. Overall, we felt that the research
makes an important contribution to the field and reaches the level required for a PhD.




