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p d\ O—-5—% Kyoto 1s 1ts depopulated hinterlands. 1ts river ecology re-shaped by canals, its reforested mountans made possible by

replacing firewood with fossil fuel infrastructure, and its abandoned houses. These are interstitial places (Bnighent:, 2016) as

well as critical zones: by-products of the city’s modern development, but also underdetermined ecologies where we can

S experiment with ways of seeing and being affected differently. We draw on Geddes™ urban observatory and Guattari’s (1989)

d

three ecologies, focusing on g and gr , sensory experiences across urban ecologies (Cosgrove, 1999: 22). As

part of our activities at the Observatory for Urban Ecologies, based in a former clinic in Kyoto. we have conducted
experimental workshops to renovate the space using material from the hinterlands, map energy infrastructure and heat flows.
and visit local mountains to learn about how the ecology has been shaped by millions of years of tectonic movement as well
as centuries of construction and fuel use By letting ourselves be affected by these interstitial ecologies as we face
increasingly more extreme climate outcomes, the observatory is a place to feel heat differently, to make things with
materials and methods that do not depend entirely on modern logistics networks, and let the interstice talk back to the city’s

endless hunt for growth and efficiency.
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