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Don Giovanni, Another Name of Nietzsche
Whereabouts of Simulacre in Bataille
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Abstract

This paper attends to clarify the ideological meaning of “Don Giovanni”, the figure
that appears in Georges Bataille’s texts six times, as the strategy for his reading of
Nietzsche. For Bataille, “Don Giovanni” is the clue for him to approach “eternal return”,
the untellable experience of Nietzsche. However, the figure itself has become a sign
involving differences and contradictions rather than a single drama through plural
recreations. Using Klossowski’s notion, that is to say, simulacre, this paper will
demonstrate how Bataille read Nietzsche using “Don Giovannni”, and how he developed
his own thinking thence.
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