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Guattari and the condition of kyosei
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Abstract

This paper interrogates the condition of kyosei and becoming. The concept of
becoming is not confined to a discussion of modes as it has been conventionally
understood but also encompasses the notion of symbiosis, or coexistence (kyoser). Using
the well-known example of the relationship between wasps and orchids, Félix Guattari
problematizes modes of life that, in reality, are not oriented toward becoming. If Guattari
is correct in asserting that there exists a mode of life that does not become, this would,
in turn, suggest that kyosei would be impossible in such cases. Building on such premise,
this paper explores the conditions of kyosei. Firstly, we examine how Guattari and
anthropologist Anna Tsing problematize modes of lives in their work. Secondly, we
focus on Tsing’s frequent use of the term “precarity” and discern its connection with
Jean-Paul Sartre’s notion of anxiety. Through this discussion, we attempt to clarify the
impossibility of kyosei. Thirdly, to investigate the necessary conditions that make kyosei
possible despite anxiety, we engage with Kazunori Kondo’s interactive theory. In
conclusion, we will briefly discuss the condition of kyosei from this new perspective.
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