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Characteristics of Subject Content Learning in Students’ Mother
Tongue with Community Supporters:
Focusing on Reading Activities and Questioning
Junko Kiyota
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Abstract
This study aims to identify the characteristics of support provided by “community
mother-tongue supporters” who live in the community and share the same mother tongue
as the children when they help students’ “learning in the mother tongue” of the Japanese
subject based on “Mutual Development Learning Model for Subjects, Mother tongue,
and Japanese Language” (Okazaki, 1997, pp.1-7).
Learning support using students’ native language promotes understanding of subject
learning in Japanese, but there is a problem of securing native language supporters when
it is to be implemented. To solve this problem, I investigated the characteristics of
support provided by community mother-tongue supporters and found that various
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reading activities were developed and learning tasks (main questions) were set so as to
activate advanced thinking and comprehension skills and children’s skills to actively
generate opinions. When the children were silent or answered the main question
incorrectly, community supporters encouraged their understanding by asking a variety of
supplementary questions. This confirms that community mother-tongue supporters are a
valuable resource in supporting students’ learning using the mother tongue.

Keywords : community mother-tongue supporters, using students’ mother tongue,
learning support
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