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Japanese Language Maintenance and Family Background
of CLD Children after Returning from Japan :
A Longitudinal Studies of Japanese Peruvians Raised in Japan
Sachie Miyazaki
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Abstract
This study analyzed changes in the Japanese language proficiency over a two-year period
of three middle and high school students who spent their early childhood in Japan and
returned to Peru when they were elementary school students. Findings show that their
Japanese conversational skills continued to grow six to eight years after their return.
Considering it is difficult for children in the language development period to maintain the
languages when they have not yet achieved a solid foundation in reading and writing, the
results of the present study can provide evidence that children can maintain and develop
their Japanese, after returning to their home countries. In this study, family and social
environment factors that could influence the retention and growth of their Japanese
language proficiency were also investigated. The factors identified significant are
enrollment in Japanese-Peruvian schools, which reinforces their identity as returnees
from Japan, and provision of opportunities to use Japanese as well as motivation to study
Japanese, which in turn may have had a favorable effect on their retention and
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development of Japanese language ability. In addition, the results suggest that the
family’s resources, such as its ties to the Nikkei community and transnational networks
within the family, are also important factors in the retention of the Japanese language.

Keywords : Nikkei (Japanese descent), transnational, Japan-raised, Japanese language
maintenance, family environment
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