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The Reasons for Aspiring to be Trilingual:
A Case Study of Students Who Chose to join a Two-Language Study Abroad
Program in Taiwan
Naoki Yamazaki and Noriko Ogawa
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Abstract
Through narratives of interviews with twelve students on a two-language study abroad
program (simultaneous learning of English and Mandarin Chinese) in Taiwan, this study
explores the following three points: (1) Why these students chose to participate in the
two-language study abroad program; (2) What value they see in being a “trilingual (L1
Japanese, L2 English, L3 Chinese)”; (3) Why some changed their major into Chinese
while others did not upon returning from the program. The analysis revealed several
factors behind students’ decision to participate in the two-language study abroad
program, such as their pre-university experiences, their admiration for multilingual
speakers, their experience of studying Chinese after entering university, and the cost of
studying abroad. Students felt a multifaceted gain from being trilingual, and they felt that
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they had different advantages compared to their counterparts who studied in English-
speaking countries.

Keyword: third language acquisition, trilingual, simultaneous learning of two languages
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