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Exploring Language and Identity:
From the Perspectives of Impacted Individuals

Mokottunas Kitahara, Nozomi Tomita, Richa Ohri, Seiji Fukushima
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Abstract
The connection between ‘Language and Identity’ is a pertinent issue that is not limited to the Deaf
community but can be generalized to other minorities like the Ainu and foreigners living in Japan. In the
cases described in the panel discussion, people from the Deaf community, the Ainu, and foreigners living in
Japan are often marginalized by the majority Japanese. For the Ainu people, the difference in ethnicity
(Ainu/Japanese) is prominent; for the Deaf, differences in physical ability (deaf/hearing), whereas marked/
unmarked status regarding nationality (foreigner/Japanese) may play a role in creating boundaries between
the mainstream majority and the marginalized minority. Language becomes a significant element of identity,
highlighting differences between these groups. However, these distinctions often reflect power disparities
between the majority and minority, leading to discrimination and injustice. Moreover, identities divergent
from the mainstream can be stigmatized, further exacerbating inequalities. Addressing this situation requires
knowledge, involvement, and the creation of new values. By fostering a deeper understanding of linguistic
diversity and challenging discriminatory norms, language education emerges as a potent tool in advancing

social equity and justice.
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