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Abstract
Using the method of narrative analysis, this study explored the parenting strategies of two Taiwanese
mothers who did not teach their mother tongue and culture to their children at an early age, and yet fulfilled
their wish to send their children to a Taiwanese university. The analysis revealed that two mothers raised
their children exclusively in Japanese due to their own high Japanese language competence, their husbands’
lack of Chinese language skills, the intolerance of Japanese society toward children with overseas roots, and
the complex linguistic background of Taiwanese society. However, at some point of child rearing, the two
mothers began to consider having their children study in Taiwan because of a desire for their children to
become “a person who can understand different cultures” and a desire to “pass on the Taiwanese root,” and
then, they strategically intervened in their children’s career choices in their own ways. Moreover, close
examination of the children’s narratives regarding the time of their career choice revealed that the children
perceived the mother’s thoughts and actions in completely different ways, which can be seen as the result of

the parents’ strategic intervention.



