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Abstract
This paper explores particular cases in which one did not inherit her heritage language from the perspective
of HLA by looking at narratives of second generation newcomers who did not take over their parents’
language in Japanese society. The research shows that, rather than they simply did not take it over, they even
resisted, rejected, or avoided learning and using their heritage language, because of the attitudes of people
surrounding them including their parents, relatives, and other people. Furthermore, it is noticeable in their
questions and attitudes that they embrace a heritage language ideology, that is, excessive expectations and
pressure on the ability to use an inherited language based on a sense of linguistic, ethnic, and national
cohesion, which, I assume, eventually caused them to have HLA, and therefore difficulties inheriting
heritage language. I conclude that heritage language ideology ensues as a result of the traditional view on
language in Japanese society, in other words, the idea that a certain language belongs to people with the
decent or nationality where it is spoken, according to Rina Tanaka, being uncritically applied to non-

Japanese people and language and maintained as such.
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