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PROBLEMS OF CHILDREN

IN THE EDUCATIONAL THEORY OF JOHN DEWEY
——A Study on the Constructive Theory of the Child—

Satoji YANO

With regards to the understanding of John Dewey’s theory of education, little has
been said of his “constructive theory of child”, because his theory of man is constructed
as a theory that can grasp “the way of being” of “children” as well as men. The
theory of man is in this sense a functional psychology of experience.

However, Dewey’s “constructive theory of child” cannot be fully explained by this
functional psychology alone. The clue to understand meaning of Dewey’s theory of
subject matter in school should not be found in the general characteristics of man,
but in the peculiarities of “child”. So I tried to find out the features of Dewey’s
“constructive theory of child” by surveying the ways he defines the “problems of
children” in contrast with the “problems of men”. Then I have made it clear that
the “problems of children” lie in children’s diffusion of experience on one side and
men’s partion of interest in children on the other side. On the basis of analysing
Dewey’s way to discuss the “problems of children”, I have concluded that the functional
psychology alone is not enough to construct a theory of “child”, but we must realize
Dewey had also used not only a genetic method to understand “child” (in relation to
“man”), but also an evolutionary method to understand “child” (in relation to “animal”
or “primitive”). The functional psychology shows that child as well as adult can grow
through solving his problems, while genetic or evolutional points of view shows that
child is primarily a being whose calling is growth and that a special environment
controlled by men is indispensable for his growth. And so the conventional way to
explain Dewey’s educational theory by giving light to his theory of experience must
be said to be too partial or too one-sided.

Dewey’s discovery of “problems of children” was enabled as a result of the existence
of his “constructive theory of child” in advance. If pedagogy is a science which takes
problems of children as it’s own problems, we need to reinvestigate Dewey’s “con-
structive theory of child”.



