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1

Lévi-Strauss and Sperber's Symbolic Theory -
Going Beyond Coding Models

Kubo Akinori

Throughout the 20th Century, 'Symbolism' has played an important role in inquiry of cultural
anthropology to explain such phenomenon as custom, ritual and sorcery which seem difficult to
understand.

In first part of this article, I make clear that the conventional theory of symbolism depended on
coding models, in which symbol is regarded as a kind of sign to express and communicate hidden
maenings, is problematic. In order to grasp the nature of symbolism by other way than coding
models, the discussion focuses on the arguments about symbolism which is proposed by Claude
Lévi-Strauss and Dan Sperber. Among their arguments, I reappraise their analysis about symbolism
in Totemism. The general conclusion about the nature of symbolism, which is acquired by them,
is that the nature of symbolism is to connect different domains of concepts in order to produce
new expressions, which can not be located in these domains and reorganize the conseptual system.

At last, the question how reorganaizing of conseptual system by symbolism relate with experien-
tial world is discussed. Reconsidering about the notion 'bricolage' presented by Lévi-Strauss, 1 point
out that symbolic expression is comparable with signs having 'zero symbolic value', but that it can't
be absolutely equated with these signs. For, all symbolic expressions have particular materiality,
and because of that, it needs to keep mutal relationships with people's practices which organize
experiential world in particular way. It is only with such mutal relationships that symbolism can

mediate between organizing the conseptual system and organizing experiential world.

Keyword : Coding Models, Totemism, Bricolage, Zero Symbolic value, Materiality
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