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Kazo Saito’s View of Art: Design Practice of “Hyogen Yukata”

NISHI, Kohei

This paper focuses on “Hyogen Yukata,” which was designed by Kazo Saito (1887-1955). He
was a Japanese designer who was active during the Taisho and Showa period. Saito attempted to
integrate Japanese lifestyle that was confused Japanese and Western culture by his aesthetics grown
through Japan and Germany. Then he created not only various products but also wrote numerous
descriptions in a wide range of artistic fields to realize his goal. To date, research related to Saito
has mostly focused on art theory that pursues unified beauty and its application in artwork with
“Rhythm Moyo” and “Soshiki Kogei” as examples. Therefore, this paper focuses on his
commercial design “Hyogen Yukata” that has not received much attention so far. The research
methodology involved literature review and inspection of actual works. This research will clarify
that “Hyogen Yukata” played a media role in spreading Saito’s ideas through the magazine, which
was influential in creating trends. Additionally, through his practice with “Hyogen Yukata,” Saito

was attempting to portray a new image of Japan that was in line with the trends and time.
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