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Meiji Seika’s PR Magazine “Sweer”: The Design of the Fresh Taste of Western
Confectionery and Budding Brand Strategy

MAEKAWA, Shiori

From the late 1910s through the 1920s, some confectionery companies established in-house
advertising departments to promote their publicity strategies. One visual example of this trend is
Meiji Seika’s PR Magazine “Sweer”. Historically, confectionery design has not been a subject of
much consideration because taste is less objective than visual perception, and is not considered to
bring aesthetic experience or social and cultural meaning. Therefore, this paper will examine the
purpose of this PR magazine’s publication and the editorial design. First, we will review the
production and distribution of Meiji Seika’s products, and confirm that the company’s
management strategy has been to form sales lines and diversify its products since the 1920s. Next,
the purpose of the magazine’s publication and its structure will be summarized. Then, focusing on
the perspectives of confectionery’s taste and consumers’ taste, we will examine what kind of
content and expression of literature and graphics were selected and how these were editorially
designed. Finally, we will discuss the role played by this PR magazine in the advertising strategy,

referring to the text describing the management’s business philosophy.
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