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Fostering cross-disciplinary seeds through ELSI/RRI:
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Abstract: In today’s research landscape, fostering envi-
ronments for innovation increasingly requires engage-
ment with ELSI/RRI (Ethical, Legal, and Social Issues
/ Responsible Research and Innovation). Such engage-
ment necessitates collaboration across diverse research
fields and stakeholder communities. However, acquiring
basic knowledge—such as understanding what ELSI/
RRI entails or what actions are needed—is not suffi-
cient for university research administrators (URAs) to
effectively work alongside researchers in cross-disciplinary
collaboration.

This paper analyzes discussion outcomes and survey
data from the URA training course “Viewpoints and
Practices of ELSI/RRI for Accompanying Researchers,”
aimed at enhancing practical engagement. Key issues
and needs faced by URAs were identified and catego-
rized into four overarching themes: “knowledge,” “un-
derstanding,” “roles,” and “human resources and com-
munity,” all of which cut across disciplinary and
professional boundaries. We report on the structure and
interrelation of these factors by mapping them, offering
insight into the practical challenges of URA involve-
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ment in ELSI/RRI-related initiatives and the founda-
tional competencies required to foster inclusive, cross-

disciplinary innovation.
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