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Difference in the Expressions of Asking
between Japanese and Korean

Mitsumasa KAWAMURA

Koreans who learn Japanese often show the tendency of making light of differences
between Japanese and Korean about sentence pattern usage, because the Japanese
sentence has a Korean counterpart which is very similar in the point of sentence structure
and rough meaning. However, this attitude sometimes causes trouble especially when
asking a favor. This paper is concerned with the difference of asking-strategies between
the Japanese and Korean languages. -

By comparing Korean speech in films with Japanese subtitles, and by also comparing
Japanese comic books and novels with their Korean versions, I gathered samples of
asking a favor. Through this work, I found that some Korean sentence patterns of asking
are more polite than the Japanese counterparts, although both have the same sentence
construction, and that some Japanese sentence patterns cannot be used for asking, while
Korean counterparts can be.

To avoid making mistakes in the strategy of asking in Japanese, the knowledge of

these differences is very helpful to the Korean speakers.






