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Abstract of Thesis

Drawing from the cases of Muslim Mindanao and Okinawa and their involvement in the U.S. foreign
policy in East Asia, this research argues that colonial relations are constitutive components of American
hegemonic order, and transitions in East Asian. It claims that re-thinking East Asian international relations (IR)
from the perspective of the subaltern shows how the reactivation of the colonial condition of subalterns
Mindanao and Okinawa are linked to the construction and reproduction of the American hegemonic order in
East Asia. Challenging the state-centric approach of prevailing IR literature on East Asian International
Relations (IR) I propose the framework of the triptych of hegemony that comprise of the hegemonic core, ally
states and the subaltern. It utilizes comparative approach that combines a Gramscian interpretation of hegemony
to analyze stasis amidst change, with postcolonial analysis to examine the colonialist structure that informs the
American hegemonic system in East Asia. | analyze how bifurcated U.S. colonial policies in Philippines and
Mindanao and military occupation of Japan and Okinawa reinforced the existing unequal relations in the
Philippines and Japan. It concludes that a viable post-hegemonic, decolonized order in East Asia relies not on
hegemonic transitions between states or on strengthening American alliance system in the region especially

with Japan, but from overturning the subaltern subordinate status.
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