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Japanese Images as reflective Images : "Techno (logy) music"

and "Japanimation"

Kenji, OHTA

There is animation of Japan, "Japanimation" as the popular culture of Japan said
to spread overseas widely in recent years. Here, it limits to the animation movies on
the theme of the near future ("AKIRA", "GHOST IN THE SHELL" and so on). On the
other hand, Japanese music is not yet recognized globally, having the music industry of
a world scale. The music using the Japanese tradition musical instrument is considered
to be as a musical image of Japan.

The "Techno(logy) music" which expresses a strange chain reaction with rise of
"Japanimation" emerges as a musical image of Japan. When "Techno (logy) music" was
gone back, the "Technopops" which was in fashion before a quarter of a century spread
globally with the Japanese image. "Japanimation" and "Techno(logy) music" have been
similarly built as an image. The Japanese image formed by both while taking in the
echo of an overseas is projected. And "Techno Orientalism" told as the context. It was
the "Japanese" image which was projected from the Occidental viewpoint and formed in
praise and awe. However, it also took in the image reflected in Japan and produced
the "Japanese" image as a chimera of half-Western Europe and half-Asia. It is thought
that the same reflective cycle is followed. The Japanese image currently considered to be
a thing obvious is built in Japan, taking in an overseas echo, and is sent to overseas

in response to it. Probably, it has been formed in the ring-action.

key words

Japanese images, Techno Orientalism, Japanimation, Techno (logy) music
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