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Aspects of Kempai Girei in Regional Societies in the
16™ Century

Atsushi NAKAI

The Haji ware in the 16" century, especially Kyoto-style Haji ware were used
as ritual objects in Buke (warrior) society and the appearance of them kept pace
with the spread of Buke rites. Although this idea is commonly, it has not been
enough verified yet. The purpose of this paper is to reconsider such a common
idea through investigating concrete aspects of Kempai Girei (the rite of offering
cups) in regional societies.

I investigate aspects of Kempai Girei of Buddhist priests and regional feudal
lords in the 16" century and the use of Haji ware by historical documents such
as “Choraku-ji Eiroku Nikki’ [ & %3 K *k HFl and “Irobe-si Nenchu
Gyouji> TEBERIREPITE].

It is clear that Kempai Girei is not taken place only in Buke societies, but also
in various social classes like Buddhist priests, craftsmen, farmers and so on. The
Haji ware used commonly as ritual vessels, but the important point to note is
that ritual gestures and the order of seats were most important in Kempai Girei,
and they represented the lank of social status. This is the same style as rites
established in Muromachi Shogunate. So, we see that such same style penetrate
various social classes, not only in Buke class.

These results lead to some conclusions; The former idea that the appearance
of Kyoto-style Haji ware was concerned with Buke rites is merely an one-side
view, and there is no direct evidence that Kyoto-style Haji ware represented the
authority of feudal lords. Because there was no principle that ritual objects were
representations of social status and authority in Kempai Girei. Considering from
the structure of rituals and aspects of acceptance, the use of Kyoto-style Haji
ware is not a necessary condition of authorization which its peak was demanded
to Muromachi Shogunate. Even if the use of Haji ware had some reasons, the
acceptance of Kyoto-style Haji ware did not accompanied with the spread of
Buke rites. It is a level of matter of taste which introducers had.






