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The Japanese Adversative Conjunction ‘Demo’:
A Comparison of Uses among Indonesian Japanese
Learners and Native Japanese Speakers

NAKATA Hitoshi

This study investigates the overuse of the adversative conjunction ‘demo’
by Indonesian learners of Japanese. Analyzing storytelling data from the
I-JAS corpus, the author compares learner performance with native speaker
data to identify the conditions for natural usage. While learners frequently use
‘demo’for neutral, objective descriptions of events, native speakers use it very
sparingly in narrative tasks. Crucially, native speakers' instances of ‘demo’ are
found to co-occur exclusively with "perspective expressions," such as direct
quotes, giving/receiving verbs (kureru), and directional aspect markers (-ze
kuru).

These findings empirically demonstrate that ‘demo’ is a speaker-centered
conjunction that functions best when aligning with a character's subjective
viewpoint. The study suggests that Japanese language education should focus
not only on the syntactic rules of conjunctions but also on their relationship with
discourse-level perspective-taking.





