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Revisiting the Birth of '""Smiling Photos"
- The Conflict between ""Public'" and "Private"

IWAI Shigeki

This paper draws on previous research, particularly Ishiguro Takaaki's article "Profile
of Smiling Photos," to clarify why "smiling photos" did not emerge until the Taisho
period. In particular, it aims to clarify that the reason for this is an issue between the
"public" and the "private."

As a result of this investigation, the following was discovered:

It was the magazine Nico Nico that transformed "smiling photos" from a "private"
thing to a "public" thing, and from something reserved for "women, children," and people
of low social status to something reserved for famous people. The common awareness
here was the conflict between the "public" and the "private," and the overcoming of
the "private" from the "public." To avoid any misunderstanding, in Japan, "public" and
"private" are by no means opposing concepts, and therefore "smiling photos," which were
originally within the realm of the "private," were incorporated into the "public," and as a
result, "smiling photos" became possible to take. This is the true story behind the birth of
"smiling photos."





