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Using TEI tags



Element = a part of text enclosed by tags

What are tags?

1. <xxxxx>A block of text or characters</xxxxx>

Start-tag
End-tag

2. <xxxxx />
This tag allows you to assign meaning at 

a specific position even if there is no text.

Empty tag



Rules of tagging

1. Start-tags and end-tags must always 

be used as a pair when enclosing a 

block of text.

2. Pairs of start-tag and end-tag may be 

nested.

3. Nested elements cannot overlap.

←This is correct ← This is incorrect



Structure of TEI-formatted Data

<TEI xmlns="http://www.tei-c.org/ns/1.0">

<teiHeader>

<!-- ... -->

</teiHeader>

<text>

<front>

<!-- front matter of copy text, if any, goes here -->

</front>

<body>

<!-- body of copy text goes here -->

</body>

<back>

<!-- back matter of copy text, if any, goes here -->

</back>

</text>

</TEI>



<TEI> Tag (Root Element)

<TEI>
Root Element

（This tag must 

always come first）

<TEI>

</TEI>



<teiHeader> Tag

<teiHeader> Tag
A required element that appears 

inside the <TEI> tag.

The section that manages 

surrounding information about 

the text (such as the title, author 

name, publication date, etc.)

Summary or supplementary 

information about Main Text

<TEI>

<teiHeader>

</teiHeader>

<text>

</text>

</TEI>

Main Text



<text> Tag (Main Text)

<text> Tag
Contains the actual content of 

the text

Structures chapters, 

paragraphs, headings, etc

Summary or supplementary 

information about Main Text

<TEI>
<teiHeader>

</teiHeader>
<text>

</text>
</TEI>

Main Text



Structure of TEI-formatted Data

<TEI xmlns="http://www.tei-c.org/ns/1.0">

<teiHeader>

<!-- ... -->

</teiHeader>

<text>

<front>

<!-- front matter of copy text, if any, goes here -->

</front>

<body>

<!-- body of copy text goes here -->

</body>

<back>

<!-- back matter of copy text, if any, goes here -->

</back>

</text>

</TEI>



Journal Article (a simple example)

(Bibliography)
Title: My Paper
Author: Taro Yamada
Publisher: UOsaka Publishing
Year of Publication: 2025

(Main Text)
My Paper
Taro Yamada

Introduction
This is the introduction of my paper.
…

<TEI>
<teiHeader>

(Source＝Bibliographic 
information、

catalog、metadata)

</teiHeader>
<text>

(Main text)
</text>

</TEI>



Tag Structure

<TEI>
<teiHeader>
<fileDesc>
<titleStmt>
<title>My Paper</title>
<author>Taro Yamada</author>

</titleStmt>
<publicationStmt>
<publisher>UOSaka Publishing</publisher>
<date>2024</date>

</publicationStmt>
</fileDesc>

</teiHeader>
<text>
(Main text)

</text>
</TEI>

(Bibliography)
Title: My Paper
Author: Taro Yamada
Publisher: UOsaka Publishing
Year of Publication: 2025

(Main Text)
My Paper
Taro Yamada

Introduction
This is the introduction of my 
paper.
…



Using the TEI Guidelines (1)

If you search for “TEI 

guidelines” in your 

browser, you’ll find a 

page like the one on 

the right: “The TEI 

Guidelines” (Current 

Guidelines).



Using the TEI Guidelines (2)

Japanese version

English version



Using the TEI Guidelines (3)



Using the TEI Guidelines (4)

Scroll down and 

click on the link 

that says: 



Using the TEI 

Guidelines (5)

Portion of the screen where all the 

“teiHeader” examples are displayed



Considering the Structure of the Text

(Bibliography)
Title: My Paper
Author: Taro Yamada
Publisher: UOsaka Publishing
Year of Publication: 2025

(Main Text)
My Paper
Taro Yamada

Introduction
This is the introduction of my 
paper.
…

1. Understand the overall structure 

of the text

● Bibliography --- teiHeader tag

● Main Text --- text tag

○ Chapter

○ Paragraphs

○ Section breaks

○ Annotations

○ Quotations



Starting with the Essential Tags

Let’s try expressing the main structure of the 

text using basic tags

<TEI>
<teiHeader>

<title>My Paper</title>
<author>Taro Yamada</author>
<publisher>UOsaka Publishing</publisher>
<date>2024</date>

</teiHeader>
<text>
<body>

Introduction
This is the introduction of my paper

</body>
</text>

</TEI>

Example of a simplified markup

(Bibliography)

Title: My Paper
Author: Taro Yamada
Publisher: UOsaka Publishing

Year of Publication: 2025

(Main Text)

My Paper
Taro Yamada

Introduction
This is the introduction of my paper.
…

This is for illustration only and does 

not represent the complete or 

accurate TEI structure.



Example of Markup

<TEI>

<teiHeader>

<fileDesc>

<titleStmt>

<title>My Paper</title>

<author>Taro Yamada</author>

</titleStmt>

<publicationStmt>

<distributor>UOsaka Publishing</distributor>

<date>2024</date>

</publicationStmt>

<sourceDesc>

<p>An example made for this video</p>

</sourceDesc>

</fileDesc>

</teiHeader>

<text>

<body>

<div>

<head>Introduction</head>

<p>This is the introduction of my paper</p>

</div>

</body>

</text>

</TEI>

（Continues to <text>）



Quick References

“TEI Guidelines Modules Elements, and Attributes 

List”

https://tei-lab.github.io/element_list/

This is a recommended site to 

use as reference for resources in 

Japanese

The bold text indicates modules, which 

are components that group together tags 

and structures for specific purposes. Excerpt from TEI Guidelines Laboratory by Hideaki Muranami



Japanese Resources & Communities on TEI

1. Institute of Humanities and Information Science Research. 

Introduction to Text Data Construction for the Humanities: Initiatives 

Based on the TEI Guidelines.(一般財団法人人文情報学研究所ほか. 

人文学のためのテキストデータ構築入門: TEIガイドラインに準拠し
た取り組みにむけて. 東京, 文学通信) 2022, ISBN978-4-909658-84-5.

2. TEI Research Group https://tei.dhii.jp/home

3. Aozora Bunko TEI Automation Project https://github.com/TEI-

EAJ/auto_aozora_tei

https://tei.dhii.jp/home
https://github.com/TEI-EAJ/auto_aozora_tei
https://github.com/TEI-EAJ/auto_aozora_tei
https://github.com/TEI-EAJ/auto_aozora_tei


In Conclusion

Because humanities materials are so diverse, 

TEI takes the approach that tagging should be 

decided by the users or communities 

handling each type of text.

So, it’s often fastest and highly recommended to 

find TEI examples similar to your text or to try 

working with hands-on exercises.
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