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TEI Hands-on

The Basics



Preparing sample_poem_EN.txt



Selecting the Text and Creating the Basic 

Structure

Tag:

<xxxxx>A block of text</xxxxx>
The Beauty of Nature
Hanako Yamada
UOsaka Press
2024

Prologue
   A beautiful natural scene spread out
   before my eyes.

   The scent of grass rides the breeze
   Trees whisper softly
   Mountains watch in silence



TEI Tagging in Practice 1

<TEI>

Indicates that the document is structured in TEI 
format. 

<teiHeader>

Indicates that the content concerns bibliographic 
information about the text

<text>

Indicates that the actual content of the text is 
written here

<TEI>
  <teiHeader>

The Beauty of Nature
Hanako Yamada
UOsaka Press
2024

  </teiHeader>
  <text>

 Prologue
   A beautiful natural scene spread out
   before my eyes.
   The scent of grass rides the breeze
   Trees whisper softly
   Mountains watch in silence
  </text>
</TEI>



TEI Tagging in Practice 2

TEI Guidelines:  https://tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/index.html

https://tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/index.html
https://tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/index.html
https://tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/index.html
https://tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/index.html
https://tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/index.html
https://tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/index.html
https://tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/index.html


Opening a Sample File

Example file:

MyFirstTeiFile_en.xml



<TEI>
  <teiHeader>
    <fileDesc>
      <titleStmt>
        <title>The Beauty of Nature</title>
        <author>Hanako Yamada</author>
      </titleStmt>
      <publicationStmt>
        <publisher>UOsaka Press</publisher>
        <date>2024</date>
      </publicationStmt>
      <sourceDesc>
        <p>A poem automatically generated by 
ChatGPT</p>
      </sourceDesc>
    </fileDesc>
  </teiHeader>
  <text>
    <body>
      <head>Prologue</head>
      <p>A beautiful natural scene spread out before 
my eyes.</p>
      <lg>
        <l>The scent of grass rides the breeze</l>
        <l>Trees whisper softly</l>
        <l>Mountains watch in silence</l>
      </lg>
    </body>
  </text>
</TEI>

TEI Tagging in Practice 3

Chapter/section title--- <head>

Paragraph ---------- <p>

Line of poetry---------- <l>

Stanza (group of lines)- <lg>



TEI Tagging in Practice 4
<text>
  <body>
    <div type="chapter" n="0">
      <head>Prologue</head>
      <p>A beautiful natural scene spread out 
before my eyes.</p>
      <lg>
        <l>The scent of grass rides the breeze</l>
        <l>Trees whisper softly</l>
        <l>Mountains watch in silence</l>
      </lg>
    </div>
    <div type="chapter" n="1">
      <head>Chapter 1</head>
      <title>Morning Light</title>
      <lg>
        <l>The morning sun dyes the eastern sky</l>
        <l>A single ray lights up the forest</l>
        <l>Birds exchange their songs</l>
        <l>The stream murmurs quietly</l>
      </lg>
      <lg>
        <l>Within that light</l>
        <l>The flowers and grasses awaken</l>
        <l>The breath of life</l>
        <l>Quietly, yet surely, begins to fill the 
world</l>
      </lg>
    </div>
  </body>
</text>

Chapter 1  

  Morning Light  

    The morning sun dyes the eastern 

sky  

    A single ray lights up the forest  

    Birds exchange their songs  

    The stream murmurs quietly  

    Within that light  

    The flowers and grasses awaken  

    The breath of life  

    Quietly, yet surely, begins to fill 

the world 

Attribute
1. type

• Specifies the 

type or 

category of the 

element.

2. n
• Assigns an 

identifier to the 

element to 

simplify 

ordering or 

referencing.



Manual Tagging Result <lg>

          <l>The scent of grass rides the breeze</l>

          <l>Trees whisper softly</l>

          <l>Mountains watch in silence</l>

        </lg>

      </div>

      <div type="chapter" n="1">      

        <head>Chapter 1</head>

        <title>Morning Light</title>

        <lg>

          <l>The morning sun dyes the eastern sky</l>

          <l>A single ray lights up the forest</l>

          <l>Birds exchange their songs</l>

          <l>The stream murmurs quietly</l>

        </lg>

        <lg>

          <l>Within that light</l>

          <l>The flowers and grasses awaken</l>

          <l>The breath of life</l>

          <l>Quietly, yet surely, begins to fill the 

world</l>

        </lg>

      </div>

    </body>

  </text>

</TEI>

<TEI>
  <teiHeader>
    <fileDesc>
      <titleStmt>
        <title>The Beauty of Nature</title>
        <author>Hanako Yamada</author>
      </titleStmt>
      <publicationStmt>
        <publisher>Osaka University Press</publisher>
        <date>2024</date>
      </publicationStmt>
      <sourceDesc>
        <p>A poem generated by ChatGPT</p>
      </sourceDesc>
    </fileDesc>
  </teiHeader>
  <text>
    <body>
      <div type="chapter" n="0">
        <head>Prologue</head>
        <p>A beautiful natural scene spread out before 
my eyes.</p>



Creating TEI Files 

Easily & Accurately 1

Contents of “template.rng”

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?>

<?xml-model href="https://vault.tei-

c.org/P5/current/xml/tei/custom/schema/relaxng/te

i_all.rng” 

schematypens="http://relaxng.org/ns/structure/1.0" 

type="application/xml"?>

（Continues with <TEI> ... on the right）

<TEI xmlns="http://www.tei-c.org/ns/1.0">

  <teiHeader>

    <fileDesc>

      <titleStmt>

        <title></title>

      </titleStmt>

      <publicationStmt>

        <publisher></publisher>

      </publicationStmt>

      <sourceDesc>

        <p></p>

      </sourceDesc>

    </fileDesc>

  </teiHeader>

  <text>

    <body>

      <div></div>

    </body>

  </text>

</TEI>

Please copy from template.rng as much as possible



Creating TEI Files Easily & Accurately 2

Add the <?xml ... ?> declaration at the very top, before the <TEI> tag



Creating TEI Files Easily & Accurately 3

Keep correcting it until the error disappears



Changing the appearance of TEI files

Drag and drop the file on the 

right into your file explorer

CETEIcean
A convenient tool for displaying 

TEI-format files in a browser
https://github.com/TEIC/CETEIcean

demo folder/TEI-tools

• CETEI.js

• CETEIcean.css

• Index.html

• myFirstTeiFile_en.xml

• mystyle_en.css

...etc.

https://github.com/TEIC/CETEIcean


Live Server Extension

Live Server
Each time you save a 

file to be displayed in 

a web browser, it 

updates in real time



Choose 

“index_en.html”

Click: “Go Live”

Launching the web browser



Displaying the Poem 1



File in TEI 

format

Displaying the Poem 2



Displaying the Poem 3

CSS（Cascade Style Sheet）



In Conclusion

Converting any text into structured 

TEI format using VSCode allows 

for…

• Flexible text display utilizing TEI data

• Visualization of the appearance 

frequency of specific words

TEI →



Note: Vertical & Horizontal Text

The same procedure can be applied for vertical text.

Please refer to the respective files in the GitHub 

repository that do not contain the suffix EN/en for 

Japanese vertical writing.
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