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Case Studies: Applications of TEI 

in Humanities Research



Jūban Mushi Awase Emaki (Held by the 

Honolulu Museum of Art)
https://juban-mushi-awase.dhii.jp/index.html Jūban Mushi Awase Emaki (Held by the 

Honolulu Museum of Art)

A refined event called “Jūban Mushi 

Awase” was held in August of 1782 at 

Mokubo Temple in Edo (now Tokyo).

Participants split into two sides and 

showcased display stands arranged with 

bell crickets, pine crickets and various 

flowers, and competed by composing 

waka poems related to them.

Example of a kazari –dai（display stand）

https://juban-mushi-awase.dhii.jp/index.html
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Expressing the World of Picture Scrolls

with TEI

• Led by the project “International Research on the Revival of 
Classical Texts in 18th- and 19th-Century Japan”

Characteristics of TEI Data

• The content of the picture scrolls (text, structure, content, people, 
kazari-dai (display stand) illustrations) is structured with TEI so 
that people around the world can engage with it

• The TEI data is divided into English, modern Japanese, and 
original text versions.
https://juban-mushi-awase.dhii.jp/xmls/

• These versions are synchronized in the viewer, allowing users to 
view the same passage across all three simultaneously.

https://juban-mushi-awase.dhii.jp/xmls/
https://juban-mushi-awase.dhii.jp/xmls/
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Display Image

Double click to move in sync across all language versions



The Benefits of the TEI Data created from 

Jūban Mushi Awase Emaki 

1. In this way, the TEI data created from the Jūban Mushi Awase Emaki 

succeeds in clearly and concretely conveying the elegant nature of the 

contest, which combines cricket sounds, decorations, and waka poetry, 

to most people in the world who cannot read the original text. 

2. Because TEI data is freely downloadable and reusable, anyone can 

develop an alternative viewer and experiment with new ways to present 

the material.

3. TEI makes it possible to specify exactly which parts of the scroll are 

being analyzed, which is useful for researchers.

4. Researchers can even customize the display to suit their own research 

needs.



TEI Viewer for EAJ

• A tool that enables digitized classical texts to be imported in TEI 

format and easily viewed, searched, and annotated online.

• It is freely available via the TEI古典籍ビューワ “TEI Classical Text 

Viewer” website (in Japanese).

Main Features

1. Displays not only text content but also transcriptions, annotations, 

and structural elements such as chapters and sections.

2. Allows synchronized viewing with image data (scanned originals of 

classical texts).

https://tei.dhii.jp/teiviewer4eaj

https://tei.dhii.jp/teiviewer4eaj


Beginning section of Koui 

Genji Monogatari (example)

Textual Variant:

comparing differences 

among multiple textual 

sources.

Textual variant (校異, koui) mark

Textual Differences and 

Annotation Section
Highlights where the same passage is written differently 

in each version of the text.

Beginning section of the Koui Genji 

Monogatari (Collated Genji Monogatari)

https://candra.dhii.jp/nagasaki/tei/tei_viewer/?f

ile=tales_of_genji_01_01.xml

Base 

Text

Comparative 

References

Legend

File

https://candra.dhii.jp/nagasaki/tei/tei_viewer/?file=tales_of_genji_01_01.xml
https://candra.dhii.jp/nagasaki/tei/tei_viewer/?file=tales_of_genji_01_01.xml


Run, Melos!

(example)

Run, Melos!

https://candra.dhii.jp/naga

saki/tei/tei_viewer_custom

/?file=meros.xml

Same Person↓

This viewer also 

uses the TEI file 

from the hands-

on session “Text 

Analysis with 

Run, Melos.”

Dionysius

Dionysius
The tyrannical and 

cruel k ing

Characters Place Names

Legend

File

https://candra.dhii.jp/nagasaki/tei/tei_viewer_custom/?file=meros.xml
https://candra.dhii.jp/nagasaki/tei/tei_viewer_custom/?file=meros.xml
https://candra.dhii.jp/nagasaki/tei/tei_viewer_custom/?file=meros.xml


TEI Multi Viewer

https://tei-

eaj.github.io/tei_viewer/

Click the “Visualization Example” (
可視化例) button or click the 

“Select File” button and upload the 

meros.xml file (This is 

recommended)
You can 

download 

meros.xml from

CLE or GitHub

Please select a TEI/XML file.

[Select File] No file selected

[View Visualization Example] [View Sample Data]

Example 1: Run, Melos!

Example 2: Akutagawa Ryūnosuke, 
The Three Treasures

[View Visualization Example] [View Sample Data]

https://tei-eaj.github.io/tei_viewer/
https://tei-eaj.github.io/tei_viewer/
https://tei-eaj.github.io/tei_viewer/


Character 
Information

Appellations

Place 
Information

Dialogue

Run, Melos!



Character 
Information

Appellations

Place 
Information

Dialogue

Dionysius

King

Other names ”Dionysius” is 
referred to

Display Graph

Run, Melos!



Medieval Manuscript Research Project 

“e-codices” (Switzerland)

https://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en

Example: “Fragmenta Bongarsiana"

“Completed Sub-projects"

(https://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/about/completed)

Remnants of Alcuin’s Bible, produced in Tours in the early 9th century.

[sine loco], codices restituti, Cod. 5 (Biblia latina)

Parchment · 18 ff. · 15.5-46 x 10.5-33.5 · France: Tours · early 

9th century

Biblia latina

https://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en
https://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en
https://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en
https://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/about/completed
https://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/about/completed
https://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/about/completed


Sub-project: Switzerland’s illuminated 

treasures
https://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/list/subproject/exposition2020

You can access the TEI by clicking the “Show 

XML” button from either the “Show standard 

description” or “Description” buttons on the site.

https://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/list/subproject/exposition2020
https://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/list/subproject/exposition2020
https://www.e-codices.unifr.ch/en/list/subproject/exposition2020


“Vincent van Gogh The Letters" 1

https://vangoghletters.org/

Operated by: A collaborative project 

between the Van Gogh Museum 

and Huygens ING (under the Royal 

Netherlands Academy of Arts and 

Sciences).

Contents: An extensive collection of 

around 900 letters written by Van 

Gogh, carefully transcribed, 

translated, and annotated, and 

freely accessible online.

The Public-Soup-Kitchen F272 Vincent van Gogh

https://vangoghletters.org/


“Vincent van Gogh The Letters" 2

Creative Commons

https://creativecommons.jp/

• An XML document (in TEI format) is 

created for each of Van Gogh’s letters and 

related documents.

• The XML data is available under the CC 

BY-NC-SA 4.0 license (non-commercial 

use, attribution, share alike): About this 

edition > 6.4. XML source files.

• It includes metadata for each letter (title, 

number, date, correspondents, etc.), the 

full transcription, translation, annotations, 

textual commentary, and information that 

links transcribed pages to their page 

images (using the facsimile element).

https://creativecommons.jp/


“Vincent van Gogh The Letters” 3

Most Commonly Used TEI tags

1. <correspDesc>: Element that manages letter-specific metadata; examples: sender 
(<correspAction type="sent">)、recipient(<correspAction type="received">) and 
date(<date>)

2. <persName>: Used to tag the names of people mentioned in the work (friends, family, 
fellow painters, etc.)

3. <placeName>: Used to mark up the places Van Gogh sent letters from or place names 
that were mentioned (e.g., Paris, Arles, Saint-Rémy)

4. <title>: Used to tag the titles of paintings or books mentioned in the letter

5. <note>: Used to insert editorial notes, explanations, and translator annotations

6. <pb> / <lb>: Indicates page or line breaks in the letter, reproducing the original layout

7. <hi> (Highlighting element): Used to mark emphasis, strikethroughs, or handwriting 
variations



Workflow & Tips

• Select the text you want to study

• Determine what kinds of information to 

mark up using TEI

• Join an existing study group or project to 

learn the workflow



Summary

Using TEI makes text analysis more efficient, and 

makes it easier to convey “what is important” to 

other researchers and readers.

Bringing out the appeal of your research subject, 

organizing the key points, and sharing your 

results—this is the central concept of digital 

humanities.
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