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5. Potential of IIIF



Features of Images made with the IIIF 

Framework

Viewer Applications

That follow the published 
specifications

• Viewers: Universal 

Viewer, Mirador, etc.

• Viewers are generally 
usable on sites that 
provide IIIF images.

• As of 2023, OUKA offers 

two types of viewers that 
support IIIF images.

Manifests

Data including information 
on image source access 

and permissions

• To view IIIF images using a 
viewer, you need to load a 

manifest file into the viewer.

• Individuals can easily 
download the data and 
load it into various 
applications to perform 

more advanced operations.
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Loading a Manifest in the Viewer

Universal Viewer Mirador

Manifest reference location



Manifest Contents

Manifest link example:

https://ir.library.osaka-

u.ac.jp/mmd/manifest/1/200

0/89232.json
↑A manifest contains information 

about the image, such as:
• Title

• Access source

• Publisher

• Image order

• Usage permissions, etc.

Image information is displayed in the red-outlined section

https://ir.library.osaka-u.ac.jp/mmd/manifest/1/2000/89232.json
https://ir.library.osaka-u.ac.jp/mmd/manifest/1/2000/89232.json
https://ir.library.osaka-u.ac.jp/mmd/manifest/1/2000/89232.json
https://ir.library.osaka-u.ac.jp/mmd/manifest/1/2000/89232.json


Loading a Manifest 1

Viewer on the official Mirador demo site

※You can find it easily by searching for “Mirador IIIF”
Official website: Mirador

https://projectmirador.org/

Demo Viewer↓：You can find it by scrolling 

through the top page of the official site.

When you click all the × icons to close the 

images, the viewer returns to its initial state, as 

shown below.

Initial state of the viewer↓

https://projectmirador.org/


Loading a Manifest 2

Click the ”+” or the ”+ START HERE” button

Click the ”+ ADD RESOURCE” button



Loading a Manifest 3

「論語聞書」(The 

Analects) appears 

in the list

Type the URL 

of the 

manifest

Before inputting the manifest URL After inputting the manifest URL

Example: https://ir.library.osaka-u.ac.jp/mmd/manifest/1/2000/89232.json （「論語聞書」 (A hearing 

note of the Analects, Rongokikigaki）

https://ir.library.osaka-u.ac.jp/mmd/manifest/1/2000/89232.json
https://ir.library.osaka-u.ac.jp/mmd/manifest/1/2000/89232.json
https://ir.library.osaka-u.ac.jp/mmd/manifest/1/2000/89232.json
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Loading a Manifest 4

Click on the list of books



Loading a Manifest 5



Loading a Manifest 6



Loading a Manifest 7



Examples of web applications with various 

features

Cutting out part of an image 

to collect data (Curation)

Overlaying marks or text on 
images to display additional 

information (Annotation)

Search systems using 

image annotations, etc.



An Example of 

Reconstructing 

Materials Scattered 

Across Different 

Collections

Digital Tale of Genji 

Ver. YUMENOUKIHASHI 

(The University of Tokyo)

Variant Text of The Tale of Genji: 

Kiritsubo

https://tei-

eaj.github.io/parallel_text_viewer/v2?

u=https%3A%2F%2Fgenji.dl.itc.u-

tokyo.ac.jp%2Fdata%2Fvol%2F01%

2Fconfig.json

https://tei-eaj.github.io/parallel_text_viewer/v2?u=https%3A%2F%2Fgenji.dl.itc.u-tokyo.ac.jp%2Fdata%2Fvol%2F01%2Fconfig.json
https://tei-eaj.github.io/parallel_text_viewer/v2?u=https%3A%2F%2Fgenji.dl.itc.u-tokyo.ac.jp%2Fdata%2Fvol%2F01%2Fconfig.json
https://tei-eaj.github.io/parallel_text_viewer/v2?u=https%3A%2F%2Fgenji.dl.itc.u-tokyo.ac.jp%2Fdata%2Fvol%2F01%2Fconfig.json
https://tei-eaj.github.io/parallel_text_viewer/v2?u=https%3A%2F%2Fgenji.dl.itc.u-tokyo.ac.jp%2Fdata%2Fvol%2F01%2Fconfig.json
https://tei-eaj.github.io/parallel_text_viewer/v2?u=https%3A%2F%2Fgenji.dl.itc.u-tokyo.ac.jp%2Fdata%2Fvol%2F01%2Fconfig.json
https://tei-eaj.github.io/parallel_text_viewer/v2?u=https%3A%2F%2Fgenji.dl.itc.u-tokyo.ac.jp%2Fdata%2Fvol%2F01%2Fconfig.json
https://tei-eaj.github.io/parallel_text_viewer/v2?u=https%3A%2F%2Fgenji.dl.itc.u-tokyo.ac.jp%2Fdata%2Fvol%2F01%2Fconfig.json


Example of Annotating a IIIF Image

CODH Kuzushiji Character Database Search

(Hiragana [variant forms], Katakana, Kanji)



Example: SAT Taishō Image Database

The SAT Daizōkyō Text Database 

Research Group has published all 12 

volumes of the illustrated section of the 

Taishō Shinshū Daizōkyō (published 

by Daizō Shuppan Co., Ltd.), an 

essential resource for Buddhist studies, 

as IIIF images.

https://dzkimgs.l.u-tokyo.ac.jp/SATi/images.php

• To enable image-based search, each 

Buddhist figure has been tagged with 

keywords

• The usage license is Creative Commons 

CC BY-SA (requires appropriate 

attribution and sharing any modified or 

adapted data under the same license).

https://dzkimgs.l.u-tokyo.ac.jp/SATi/images.php
https://dzkimgs.l.u-tokyo.ac.jp/SATi/images.php
https://dzkimgs.l.u-tokyo.ac.jp/SATi/images.php


Supporting User-driven Activities

• Users can create image collections from materials dispersed across 

different institutions.

• Specific portions of images can be selected, allowing users to tag them 

with keywords or retrieve positional data.

Effectively Using the IIIF Framework

• Can also be used in activities such as inquiry-based learning, curation, 

and ideathons.

Not image publishers, but users take lead in creating 

image collections



Applications in 

Education and Creative 

Idea Generation
IIIF Curation Platform http://codh.rois.ac.jp/icp/

• Features a “curation” function

• Users can collect specific image parts from IIIF images 

around the world.

• In the demo on the official site, users can try collecting 

image parts from The Illustrated Ise Monogatari Scrolls

(held by the National Institute of Japanese Literature).

(It is also possible to clip and collect IIIF images from other websites.)

Curation List

http://codh.rois.ac.jp/icp/


Summary

1. IIIF offers many advantages and opportunities for researchers in the 

humanities.

2. Effective use of IIIF begins with mastering how to work with manifests.

3. It can help streamline workflows by eliminating complex administrative 

procedures and the need for large-scale downloads.

4. Publishing content on the web using IIIF increases the likelihood that it will be 

utilized in web applications like those shown earlier.

5. In humanities research, image materials are essential sources of information.

• Consider publishing IIIF-compatible images through repositories such as OUKA.
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