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SUMMARY

Appropriation of Chima Chogori in Zainichi Korean Posters

Bon Woo Koo

This paper examines the representation of the chima chogori, the tradition-
al Korean costume, in posters produced by Zainichi Korean organizations, fo-
cusing on the process of appropriation as a cultural practice. Rather than a fixed
symbol of tradition or ethnicity, the chima chogori has been appropriated and
transformed across different historical moments to serve the changing needs
of the community. Through visual analysis of selected posters, three styles of
transformation are identified: the first presents an idealized image of their origin
and culture through fancy costumes and young women; the second connects the
attire to everyday life and community identity in Japan; and the third highlights
the chima chogori as an independent motif open to diverse expressions. This
trajectory illustrates a dynamic process extending from de Certeau’s notion of
everyday appropriation to Fiske’s emphasis on fandom and identity, and further
resonates with Jenkins’s concept of participatory culture. The study demonstrates
that Zainichi Koreans were not passive successors of externally imposed ethnic
symbols, but active subjects who reinterpreted and recontextualized visual mo-
tifs according to their circumstances. These findings contribute to a deeper un-
derstanding of how minority communities express and negotiate their identities

through visual representation.



