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SUMMARY

The Translation of RytGnosuke Akutagawa’s Chuto
in Contemporary China:
The Erased Character of Shakin

Shuhua HaN

Ryunosuke Akutagawa’s Chuto (1917) has long been regarded as a “failed
work” and has had limited influence within the Japanese literary world. In recent
years, however, the piece has seen renewed interest and reevaluation in China.
This paper focuses on the translation and reception of Chuto in contemporary
Chinese contexts, with particular attention to the “exclusion” of the female char-
acter Shakin during the translation process. Through a comparative analysis of
the 2024 “research-oriented translation” by ZouBo and earlier Chinese trans-
lations, this study demonstrates that Zou’s version faithfully reconstructs the
original’s structure of male homosocial solidarity and its systematic exclusion of
women, clearly articulating the causal relationship between the reconciliation of
the brothers Tar6 and Jird and the sacrifice of Shakin.

In contrast, many earlier translations tend to dilute or alter key narrative
elements, thereby obscuring the gendered power dynamics inherent in the orig-
inal text. Zou’s translation exemplifies the current trends in Chinese translation
of foreign literature, wherein the translator acts as an active mediator, respond-
ing to sociocultural demands and generating new meanings through the transla-
tion process itself.



