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Children’s School Performance and Parents’ Consciousness about Education in Dowa Tiku:

a Case Study in a City in Osaka Prefecture
Kazuhiro TAKADA

According to a number of surveys, educational performances of children in Dowa tiku are
differentiating in these days. Some children perform fairly well, though others are still
poor. In this paper, I tried to analyze this diversity with co-relations between parents’ con-
sciousness about education and children’s school performances.

We had a sub-structured and in-depth interview with parents living in a Dowa tiku in Osaka
Prefecture on March 1993. In this paper, I selected four typical cases from these interview
data and described some dimensions of parents’ consciousness. The dimensions are: (1)
Parents’ educational, occupational experiences and economic status. (2) How they think
about these experiences and expect their children, and how they communicate the expecta-
tions to their children. (3) How they help their children in homework and how they help
children’s decision making of future. Cases that I chose are: S-san (a mother), H-san (a
father), K-san (a mother), and U-san (a mother).

S-san is a typical case of lower class. She finished only junior high school and her husband
dropped out from elementary school. Their incomes are low and they wanted their children to
go to high school and get a "better” job. She and her husband always say their children, ” If
you do not work hard now, your life will be suffering.” S-san has been making an effort to
motivate her daughter to work hard, but she did not succeed. Her daughter’s school per-
formance was poor and she gave up to go to high school. S-san feels deep helplessness.

U-san’s self concept is ambiguous. She and her husband finished only junior high
school. They feel shameful of it. They made their children go to private kindergarten,
juku, yobikou (a private preparatory school for college). U-san said, ” Some parents in this
Dowa tiku do not want their children to go to high school or college because it needs much
many.” It appears to me that she has negative stereo type to parents such as S-san.

K-san and H-san are contrasting cases. They are typical cases of lower middle class. They
have self-esteem and expect their children to make self-decision. They also advise and help
their children when they do their homework. Their efforts are in harmony with school
teachers’ effort to improve their achievement. I think one of the impdrtant factors to improve

school performance should be the parents’ self esteem.



