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(2) Seiichi Niikuni, SEIICHI NIIKUNI visual poems (Whitechapel
Art Gallery, 1974).
There is an analogy between the two ideographs for ‘river’ and

‘

sandbank’. If ‘river’ is the subject of the poem then ‘sandbank’ is
the predicate, and if ‘sandbank’ is the subject then ‘river’ is the
predicate. Moreover, if ‘river’ and ‘sandbank’ are the subject then
graphic space itself becomes the predicate.

(=) RHEHE| [xant—gnn] [EE] 1R | KP11E 1R
K1 | RDIE° SR [ X &N N — i oD A TN — e Q Ky S
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This poem is fortunate in that there is an immediate correlation
between the word-as-sign and the word-as-picture or -image. Once
the four drops are removed from the ideograph for ‘rain’ they leave
the word altogether and act as a separate verb.

(2) Taylor Mignon, ed., Visual Poetry of Japan: 1684-2023 (Kerplunk!,
2024). pp.38-41.

In Niikuni's work, the rain can read as the Black Rain, rain
contaminated with radiation after the bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. Additionally, the rain can be the torrent of tears caused
by continued aftermath from these bombings.

(8 (HE2) fzr

My aim in this poem was to condense the whole image made up

by the ideographs for ‘darkness’ (an), ‘gate’ (mon) and ‘sound’ (on).
Here these three words compose their own context visually and
aurally by a pattern of horizontal and vertical lines.
([ ({#H2) e
This ideograph is a noun meaning ‘touch’ which, with the addition
of the phonetic symbol for ‘ru’, becomes the verb ‘to touch’ : the
many repetitions of this phonetic symbol are intended to display the
delicacy of the act of touching.
(]) f#H2) e
Only a few drops of rain trickle from the leaves of the tree. There

is still-ness more than loneliness here in the forest.





