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This paper argues that the topic-comment function of “wa (I¥) “is also maintained
when used with verbs. By focusing on the form “V wa shinai (V&L Z&\»),” which is
connected to the verb’s conjunctive form, this paper demonstrates that even with verbs, a
theme—-comment structure is established, in which a certain entity or phenomenon is
referred to in a generalized way. When a verb is used for emphasis, for example in the
phrase “iki wa shinai” (47 13 L 72\, a special emphatic form of “not go”), it can refer to
the act of going in general rather than to a specific instance of going at a particular time or
place. By arguing that “as long as an entity qualifies as X, it is interpreted as non-X, this
paper offers an explanation for previous studies that have cited cases in which a contrast
cannot be discerned in the context and examples of “negative emphasis” whose
relationship to contrastive usage has been left unexplained. The topicality of “V wa shinai
(VX L7 w) “is particularly evident when the scope of comparison marked by “wa (%) “

is broadened to cover all objects.
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