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Natsume Soseki is one of the most iconic writers from the modernization period of Japan.
Inside his understanding of the past, there is a signaling against the movement for a colonialist
project, which is reflected in his affirmation of the present, creating an unresolved contradiction in
his theoretical framework. His critique of colonialism focuses on the dissatisfaction that Japanese
citizens will experience from becoming Westernized, which, in Soseki's view, is equivalent to
becoming a colonial nation. Although his critique addresses the dissatisfaction of the colonizer
rather than the suffering of the colonized, his observations on the misguided path of colonialism
are assertive and remain relevant.

Through Soseki, the bind between Nationalism, coloniality, and westernization can be
exemplified as a subalternation or muting of the subject of coloniality, depriving him of the
previous cultural tools that are substituted for elements of pretentious universalism, obliging the
subject to recreate his own identity, which, if it correctly breaks with coloniality, will refuse an
essentialist position. These previous epistemic principles are based on a reality that embraces
fiction as its foundation and literature as a method for presenting and conducting truth.

Natsume Soseki’s natural inclination to decolonial and postcolonial perspectives is bound to

his compromise with his expressed epistemology, characterized by its opposition to essentialism.

The main regard of the decolonial approach is the demystification of the power that the
colonial epistemology presides; this epistemology is categorized as coloniality. When it comes to
unveiling coloniality, one of the underlying themes is the interlinking of money, exploitation, and
civilization, which is a triad observed and criticized by Soseki.

Soseki’s characters propose systems that do not generate a proper monetary value, which
presents them as dangerous for the structures of coloniality.

There is a constant diachroneity between Soseki’s intent and his epistemological limitation,
which follows a very common trope inside coloniality that decolonial studies verses in unraveling,
the permission to think. This problem haunts individuals outside the milieu of Eurocentric identity

who pursue the discipline of thought. Soseki expressed his thoughts through allegories to sort out




this Western epistemological misadventure.




X7
MU EEORBEOHEE K NHE Y E

K Zx ( UCLES FLORES HECTOR BENJAMIN )
(%) K 4
I E Hz% ATHE Fndx
o H Y _ ~
ALIERAT | gy #f I
S Hz% MOHACST Gergely
BB EOREROEYS

A L Decolonial Philosophy in Natsume Soseki ‘s Thought: The Limits of Decoloniality within Western Epistemology.
. BV EEmERIC L TRSENL R D, A elsa L L TERIL. EBlA & W5 U E BRI
BOALT I AMIBWT—HLTHMABETHLZ L&, 72 MEOGIERm L . DUE R M TR IR O
MEzmEALSD, MABHSOT 3 A PRBEEMRRE REZN T2 22t B LTHLNICT LD THD, X
TR Y R EN L E BRI L3RR Y | EFEOIUEMEIC BT, B EMA OSTEN, L AITE ST RN
BERIZHESWTEINIZ SO TIE RS, PLERERN A2 ZOEERNL LTEL I EAHLMNIShSDH
LM, FEOWRIT, Tk L0 7e— RSB & BAROEAER A AR 28 Rk~ 0~ & 2 i
SO END G AT D R 722 VR L~ OB OBREN WA DO SLF D IARB BN TN Z EEZHALNIL LS & T2
SIS, TOFIMNEREZRD Z LN TE D,

BETE, THRWMGORR b aw =7 VEEiMF - AR ERAOBR & CORA) LEL T, KEREKDKE
ARG EE . £ B L ORMHE L LTORA MR, Bk R =72 & OREFE R & OBRIEIHIR S D,
fe< B ETIE, THERHYLIER L LTo [hRoBIs) | LI T, AARDOGHRISHEANEZRL S L, F56E
) TRZER 2SR ZIC L > TRDDERICE N T, MADRZNEZ EDO X D IISCEEMICHE & LIAATE N E W S
ZEMHBENITEND, HEETIE, [ERMAOEEKOMNICOWT) LS, RSB WL S DT
K& LT, WA OB T 5 e ERAEHE~OHCRIARIE S, B RHAOBLR - OFM SN 5, HLTEL Hka o
Zoyik) LEEN, BREFWEEROKRKR L LV 206, ERE L UIERMEROBEMNRZNRLEE 5 HA
FERIZHOWT, WA REBI DR O “IRONT IS THITEFHE Y 2 RE 2 BZORKEPN ST D, #
HEThOHELFETIE, MERMIZAEAME~OWca oxtic) LS, EEIRICBT 2~ — o EE A
WEDEITZITEMY, £DH 2T, MEEREZRKRTHERE L TMAEAIEMICTZVL T, HHICL D84
&L iR R =R ATHR ZARM ST 2R LoD, MU T, BAAROBHIZE bbid Z &<, E
T3 LA R O PR TS 26 OLEZIR O L2, PiAERHAIFTIIRIC X > TH O Lo, FHIRNIC b E
BWCTHY, FEAARCFHFEL LTHLEELEREZR T HOTHL & Bbh b,

FEE, WA THErE L) 2EEMEE S LT TR MR DCRILE D ZHIHE L LTHR-> T2
ZEERSBO B LTV D, €O LT, e OEARHEH, HEAHCE, EIEOBRIZ 72V o4 2, ThE R
coloniality ~DIEFLOMF ] & LTELHELTWD, ZFi & RIRFIHA 2395 E] Ol R #SZELE O 6 D2 DWW Tk
EHMm LRV EW) R EE, WaD MR S LTHHICL TS, DEY, EEOHME ThICE > T E
WA BITEZR D (LR E LCORME] OXETiEA, EiOoEEEIE - MKW FEE2FELILEE
T2 2 LT ZOREEMES OME & HEHPEREZFA LI LTS LWV D, b oL b A SCIBUE R E
RO S EZBME L T O X M 2BifGICHEd 5 —5 T, ThMRMIE) & TR o P&
D, BEIZEBWTEAERIZ E DR LR GED oG, ik, AWBLE, SRiEOfRmER L) (ST 00 L
WO REWSZ D BT 5 2 & T, BN OB FTREME & MBI S HIZm0 D5 T LN TE D LIS
Do BEICEY . AFwid, LR L LT HoREKEbL, THIET 26D TH D L7 2.




