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Established in 1979, the Architects Regional Council Asia (ARCASIA) has served as one of
the most enduring institutional platforms for architectural exchange in Asia. Over four decades,
its congresses and publications have gathered leading architects from diverse cultural and
professional backgrounds, generating a substantial yet understudied body of discourse concerning
architecture, identity, and modernity. While ARCASIA has played a prominent regional role,
limited scholarly attention has been given to how its collective discursive activities have shaped
contemporary Asian architectural thought, or how Asian architects have articulated theoretical
perspectives through this shared institutional forum.

This dissertation examines ARCASIA’s discourse as a longitudinal intellectual record and
investigates how Asian architects have interpreted regional challenges, negotiated global
influences, and formulated conceptual positions beyond Euro-American theoretical frames. The
study adopts a qualitative, discourse-oriented approach that combines inductive mapping with
gradual conceptual structuring. Inductive clustering using the KJ Method, a qualitative
technique for organising data or ideas into logical groups, generated a thematic map of
ARCASIA’s discourse, extracting 298 semantic units from 52 keynote papers delivered at the
Asian Congress of Architects (ACA) from 1984 to 2021 and grouping them into three thematic
clusters—Reflection on Modernism, Region & Context, and Nature & Environment—to visualise
discursive evolution across four chronological stages. Building on this mapping, the Gradual
Structuring Method reorganised conceptual relations, interpreted attitudinal patterns, and
identified a critical conceptual turning point—the reflection on modernism. The findings show
that modernism was viewed not simply as a Western import, but as a generative “crisis” that
stimulated both the reclaiming of cultural identity and a critical re-examination of modernist
principles. Taken together, the study demonstrates that ARCASIA has functioned not only as a
professional federation, but also as an institutional platform that has shaped regional
architectural thought and contributed to non-Western theoretical production.

The dissertation is organised into seven chapters:

Chapter 1 introduces the background of the study and defines the research questions,
objectives, analytical approach, and structure of the dissertation.

Chapter 2 establishes the theoretical and historiographical foundations by discussing
discourse as an analytical lens, examining modernities beyond the West, and reviewing
postcolonial and postmodern perspectives relevant to Asian architectural thought.

Chapter 3 provides an institutional overview of ARCASIA, tracing its development after
decolonisation and analysing its core activities, including the Asian Congress of Architects.

Chapter 4 presents the research design by explaining the qualitative, interpretive
framework, detailing the two-stage analytical procedures, and addressing issues of reliability,
validity, and limitations.

Chapter 5 analyses thematic transitions across ACA keynote speeches from 1984 to 2021,
tracing how discursive concerns evolved over four chronological stages and culminated in the
three thematic domains identified in this study.

Chapter 6 offers an in-depth examination of modernism as a central theme, interpreting how
it was reframed as both a cultural challenge and an intellectual resource within Asian context.

Chapter 7 concludes the study by synthesising the findings, highlighting ARCASIA’s role in
shaping regional architectural discourse, and proposing directions for future research.
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1979 FRIZERSE SN T ¥ 7 BS54 (Architects Regional Council Asia, W&HR ARCASIA) 1E., 77 K EHDE
EZWMROBEAERTH Y, BUETHAZED 21 ZENE LT\ 5, ARCASTA IFHIFEIZE D £ THERZR UL - Hilik
SRR OREF L 2R, HESEORESLHRI ORI Z@B L T BEDOTA T T 4 TAREL =T 472 L
BT DR ARRR AR L CTE Tz, —FH T, TOMESHRICET 2 AREB 2RO Y M3 72 < | kD
R BT D RUCHLR L2 REBEE R S A L, 7 U7 EA O EEE R 2 & B8R S 5 BRI,
ARCASTA DR ZFIMT 2 Z ENEETH D,

AEH L, ARCASIA N ZAVE TR L CE LT HE ST L, 797 OBEEZE P HUOH S OB A VNI L, &
DEINCTa—r VBB L0 SV EDT RN L, MEOBEERZER L CEOPALMNITIZEEZHNL
LTWn5,

AL T O 7 BT STV 5.

H1ETIE, RO M, FiEmiRESns s b, 7TVTHEEOTERBEZM ARCASIA OTFE) %1 L T4 H
WORLHERL UL EBEWVICRDEW FILWEEDOH Y HEBRL, ZORBEZEFHE L THIE L TE T &R
ERTWD, £72. TNHDOSHROHIT 2B LT, 7 V7 O TR SN T E ST YA ViR s R Rz L5
THZEDOEREPBRLNTND,

B2 BTk, BEFRICLD2EBHIRROER & LT, IrREEEEESH (Congres International d’ Architecture
Moderne, W&FR CIAM) & [EBSEESL5H S (The International Union of Architects. BEFRUIA) Z#HY R, b o
Rk Al & 9 D IEBIAN AR L 7 B SUEARARIT & LT ARCASIA 237 7 12U\ CHlRL L C & 7= AR OR S 5 2 &
BOAMEMZR LTS, SHIC, ZOBRAZEL T, PR ER EPOIRE VD ZOoDBEEZEZ L TV 5,

%5 3 B TIX. ARCASIA DFEUWNHLEMRICELHBIRERIZ OV T, HHNACHBRN 2R AN OEHRT L L &
12, 1984 25 2021 4RIZNT T 19 BlZbiz W B S 7 U7 BEEF % (Asian Congress of Architects, BEFR
ACM) IZBIT D EMEDITRGRE T D Z L OFUMERMHR SN TN D,

4 B TIE, ACA THRE SN 52 fROEMIR LA X R, BEWMIEEZ ST 272D O FIERBHH &, UL
FENNEH ZABIZ K OBER SN- KT EEZRA L, BB TIET —<0l 5 BB TILE ¥ = X A~OR GO S H
LT D Z L DREWEPBENHN TN D,

95 BT, 4 B OREINIE -BEREOSITICE Y 52 fROIEFFR LD 298 OFKHEAL I STV d,
BNT, THUHOEKRHEMLO~ y B 712K | [FX =R L~DBE), THIRE SIR). TERLEREE] 0307 —
BT L L BT, BIBRE: TOTREDT AT T 4T 4 OBEL HIEPE (1984-1992 4F) . 5 2 BEp « His
A DAL & BREET VA o (1993-2003 4F) . 55 3 Bl « #i D Ui & MEMEDHRER  (2004-2011 4F) . 56 4 Bl : H
R LAESPEDOEM (2012-2021 4F) IS T2 55T —~ DHBLORK B EROLEEZH LN LTV 5,




H6WTIE, F_EEOSHZEL T, EX=XAREKNLLT UTICHIZ “WA” Shieo Tk, LA,
TITIIRITDERET A RO A 2 LN ERE L. U T A T T 4 T 4 HEET D720 DL L
TIRAOLNTNWEZ EEFRH LTS,

FEIETIE, FEICBTDIEEEZROE L DB L L HIT ARASIADT T v 74 —0E LTORHEL 7 U728
V2B OE AR TR LRI OEEEN R I\ 5,

PED Xz, R ZnE THLMNIT STV a7 ARCASIA OHIIERRONE & B2 M L. 1K
e Lo m— VB0 B A R B b BRI AR R & 8 L C T T R HU A O B SR SEAR S Rt
BICEER SN CTE I Z L AR LTV D AT, BEEE I, B, BEROOBHORRBIIHEETDLILERTH D,

Lo TR LR E LClifEH 2 b D LB 5,




