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The Position of “Japan” in Korean Comics : the History of
Japanese Comics Reception

YAMANAKA Chie

The aim of this paper is to confirm the whole history of Korean comics, taking notice of “Japan” ’s
positional change in it by flowing Japanese comics into Korea.

In recent Koresa, it is said that comics have thought to be vulgar readings because of vulgar Japanese
comics having flown in Korea from the 50’s. This thought is influenced by the image of Japan in Korea,
which regards Japanese culture to be vulgar.

Tracing the history of Japanese comics reception in Korea, however, it is obvious that the way of
thinking to connect the vulgarity of the comics and Japan has completed after Korea’s democratization
in 1987. Before its democratization, Japanese comics were read as the works by Korean cartoonists,
that is, comics were not directly connected with the element, “Japan”. It seems that it rather meant
comics libraries :manfa pan- or rental books. )

In this paper, the clue to comprehend the relationship between Korean popular culture and the
image of Japan will be presented, by confirming the process of connecting Korean comics and the image
of Japan.

Key Words
Japanese comics reception / Teizoku(Vulgaeity)/manga / Korea /The image of Japan
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