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The Restorations of the Qinjingsi Mosque in Quanzhou
during the Mongol period

Qinjingsi (in Quanzhou city, Fujian, China), an ancient Mosque of China lasting
today, has a fine Islamic-styled arch, which attests that Quanzhou, well known as Zai-
tun in the Middle Ages, was a cosmopolitan city. Many scholars studied about this
ancient Mosque, based on two inscriptions; one writien in Classical Chinese and an-
other in Arabic. But these inscriptions contain totally different information from one
another about the year of erection and re-erection of the Mosque. So, recently Chinese
scholars presented a hypothesis that there were two Mosques respectively correspond-
ing to one inscription. Prof. Yoshinobu Nakata then suggesied that the same Mosque
must have been restored twice during the Mongol period. He also supposed that there
was a conflict between the new leader and the old leader, and that the latter restoration
was conducted by the new leader. Although I think it is a reasonable explanation, I
want to throw a new light on this topic from a different viewpoint.

In Quanzhou many Islamic tombstones were excavated and iniroduced by Zhen
Da-sheng. On the basis of these materials, I tried to obtain data about frequency of
erection of tomb stones in each ten years during the Mongol period, and I have got an
interesting result: there were three peaks.

In this article, I’d like to explain these three peaks from the point of the trends of
imigration of outer Muslims into Quanzhou. I suggest these three immigrants’ peaks
consist of two elements. First are officials of Inner Asian origins. Second are mer-
chants, travelers etc. from Iran. During this period, the commerce between the Yuan
Dynasty and the [l-Khan Dynasty was so prosperous that many Muslim people came to
China on the vessels of embassies. After the 1340s, when North Western India was
occupied by Islamic dynasty and people there rapidly converted to Islam, that region
became a center of Muslim merchants and it accelerated the commerce of the Indian
Ocean including the sea-lane to south China.

Finally, I want to examine the relation between the population change and the
restoration of the Qinjingsi Mosque. Then, through that I'd suggest how the Muslim
society in Quanzhou changed.
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