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An Attempt at a Sub-Classification of Arabic Dialect§ 

of the Maghrib 

YODA Sumikazu* 

マグリブ諸方言の下位分類のための試み

現代アラビア語方言は大きく東部方言と西部方言（マグリブ方言）に分類される。

東部方言は更に半島方言、メソポタミア方言、シリア・パレスチナ方言、エジプト

方言などの下位分類がなされるが、マグリブ方言についてはこのような明確な下位

分類はなされていない。マグリプは全体として共通した文化的。歴史的背景を持つ

とは言え、そこで使用されているアラビア語方言を観察してみると予想以上に多様

な姿を見ることが出来る。

本稿ではこのような言語的多様性、即ち各方言に見られる言語的特徴に基づき、

マグリブ諸方言を下位分類するための基準（主に音韻論的。形態論的基準）を整理

する。

I訊trod肌cti0罪

Arabic is presently spoken by more than two hundred million people, mainly in the 

Middle East and North Africa. It is well-known that everywhere Arabic is used (except 

for Malta) there exist two different language variants, i.e., the Classical Arabic (hence-

forth CA) and dialects.1) While the former gives a homogeneous form to all Arabic 

speakers, the latter varies according to geographical or social factors. As for the geo-

graphical domain, the Arabic dialects are classified into two main groups: the Eastern 

dialects and the Western dialects (henceforth Maghribi dialects). The Eastern dialects are 

further sub-classified into several dialectal groups; Peninsula dialect, Mesopotamia dia-

lect, Syro-Palestina dialect and Egyptian dialect. Although such a sub-classification has 

also been carried out for the Maghribi dialects, it is restricted to the bedouin dialects of 

Algeria and Tunisia2)_ For the Maghribi dialects as a whole, including bedouin dialects 

and sedentary dialects, no such attempt at sub-classification has been made. 

＊依田純和大阪外国語大学非常勤講師

I) We are not concerned here with the strict definition of these two variants. 
2) Cantineau (1936, 1937, 1938, 1940, 1941) and Mar9ais (1950) p. 214 ff. 
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